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" FOUR HANDS HELP—Rhonda Nabers, Thraisher High School student, and daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Houston Nabers, is all prepared here for ifinal exams. Rhonda said she had so many tests to

study ior that she needed four hands. Oh by the way, in case you'r

e wopdering who the other set of
hands belongs to Janet Forman holds the homor. (Staff Photo b W )

Title XX Funds Assurd |

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Prentiss County School
Board Wednesday learned that
federal Title XX funds will

continue to come into the
county, at least through
September.

In other action during the
meeting, the board accepted
several letters of resignation
and hired one new teacher.

County Supt. of Education

Lex Cain showed the board a
letter dated May 1 he had
received from Jack Byars,
commissioner of the State
Department of Public Welfare,
confirming that Title XX funds
would not be cut off May 31 as

previously planned.

Byars’ lettter said that the
federal department of health
Education amd Welfare had
advised the department of
public welfare by telephone on
April 26 that “a change in
interpretation’ of federal rules
would allow tlhe department to
continue the use of Title XX
funds to provide day care
services to handicapped
children.

The letter said the contract
would not be ccancelled on May
31 but would. continue to the
regularly scheduled date of
termination, which will be in
September for the Prentiss
County Child Development
program which handles the

handicapped preschool
program here.

The letter regretted ‘‘any
inconvenience and anxiety
these issued may have
caused.” :

PCCD officials had recently
been told the federal funds
would be cut off May 31
because federal officials had
questioned the use of the
money for the preschool
program.

The turnabout by welfare
officials was good news, but
still left the county with the
problem of finding about
$60,000 in matching funds to
draw the approximately
$187,000 in federal funds

(Continued on Page 2)

Sewage Line Tests Are Set

If you see smoke pouring out
of a manhole in Booneville
sometime during the next few
months, don’t be alarmed. It's
just city employees testing the
city's sewage lines for leaks.

Marvin Burcham, manager
of the city’s gas and water
department, said recently that
the city will be testing its
sewage lines for leaks and

fTI‘rio Seeking' Office

S YA
McCoy
' William J. (Billy Joe) McCoy
of Booneville announces that
e intends to qualify and be a
andidate for the office of State
iepresentative, District 3, in
.he August Democratic
Primary. If elected, he would
represent the citizens of
Prentiss County’s First,
Second, and Fifth Supervisory
districts and those who vote in
he Alcorn County Precincts of
acinto, Rienzi, ‘Biggersville,
ethel, and Union.
McCoy, who is an employee
the Mississippi State
partment of Audit, will
inquish his duties with the
sartment of Audit in early
e, and will formally qualify
begin actively cam-
aing for the office af that
Continued on Page 2)

To do that, city employees
will hang a smoke flare inside
a manhole and use a fan to
blow the smoke through the
lines. Smoke esscaping from the
lines will te:ll' the workers
where any lealks to be repaired
in the lines are, Burcham said.

The work to check the lines
was recommended by the
consulting engineering firm of
Cook-Coggins of Tupelo.

Stewart

Zack Stewart of New Albany
today authorized the Banner-
Independent to formally an-
nounce his candidacy for the
office of Northern District
Highway Comumissioner in the
August 7, Democratic
Primary.

In making his statement to
the voters, he: said that, “I'm
entering the riace for highway
commissioner because of my
concern for the lack of
direction and credibility of our
road program and the
seemingly growing disregard

for what the people think about
highway department
operation.

“As long as we have con-
troversy, flip-flopping on vital
public issues and mis-direction

(Continued on Page 2)

Burcham added that the work
was also being done as part of
the federal 201 water treat-
ment plan requirements.

He added that some city
streets will be damaged since
some of the manholes are
buried under blacktop, and
added that he hoped no one
would be inconvenienced by
the work.

Richardson

The first term incumbent
Highway Commissioner for the
Northern District, Bobby G.
Richardson, has authorized the
Banner-Independent to an-
nounce Richardson qualified in
early January of this year for
the office and issued the
following statement to the
people of the Northern District.

“First, I want to sincerely
express my thanks and ap-
preciation for the over-
whelming vote of more than
150,000 votes I received four
years ago. The confidence you
expressed in me by this vote,
challenged me to do the very
best possible job with the
limited funds available for
highways in the Northern
District.

{Continued on Page 2)
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Hanging Is Termed Suicide

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Prentiss County Sheriff
Ralph Martin said® Monday
that a 59-year old New Albany
woman who had been placed in
the Prentiss County Jail for
public drunkenness before
dawn Saturday apparently
hanged herself only hours later
with a jail blanket.

Prentiss County Coroner
Macky Gann said Monday he
has tentatively called the death
of Rosie Lee Deaton a suicide,

pending the results of an
autopsy which was performed
Sunday afternoon. He said
autopsy results may not be
available for ‘““several weeks.”

Sheriff Martin said that the
woman had been placed in jail
about 1 Saturday morning. She
had been arrested in Baldwyn
about 12:30 a.m., and the
driver of the car she was in
who also arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated,
according to Baldwyn Police
Chief John Conlee.

Baldwyn police tried un-

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The recent rains that have
hit Prentiss County and the
surrounding area have put
farmers about two weeks
behind in breaking land and
putting in crops.

If the weather stays good,
however, county farmers
should be able to get their
largest cash crop-about 56,000
acres of soybeans--planted and
develop a more abundant crop
than last year. R

That was the assessment of
Prent’ss County Agent W.H.
Haden, who outlined the farm
situation in Prentiss Colinty
last week.

area because we didn't have
too much damage from
flooding. We didn’t have any
serious damage problems, but
the rains have put us about two
weeks behind with farming and
breaking land,” he said.

He said that ‘‘almost
nothing” has been planted
to date, due to having only
three or four good working
days in the field during the past
several weeks.

“We need some sunshine so

we can start the groundwork
before the soybeans crops
are put in this year. Farmers
need to disc their land, then
apply fertilizer and leek
control chemicals.
“After that’s done farmers
will be putting in their
soybeans from May 15 to June
15. Some beans may be put in
after that time but it will
probably cause a reduction in
yield,” the county agent said.
“If we have good weather .
this year, our soybean crop
yield should be better than last
year. We had a drought then
and most farmers only
averaged about 15-16 bushels
per acre.

“If we have the weather and
moisture, the 800 or so farms
on which soybeans are raised

“We were fortunate in this -

Rains Slowing
Farm Planting

in the county should produce
about 21-22 bushels per acre,”
he continued.

“The latest soybean market
information shows that far-
mers should be looking at
booking now. Beans are now $7

and with the world supply this,

fall and next year, the price
may drop. Farmers should
seriously consider taking the
present price,” he said.

In other areas, the county
agent had the following
assessments:

~Livestock: “I've seen some
people building fences and
putting in cattle that haven’t
done so in four of five years,
The rising beef prices have
developed an interest in
raising cattle.”

—Cotton: “There’s been no
cotton planted to date that I
know of, but Prentiss County
produces very little cotton
anyway,” he said, usually less
than 1,000 acres.

-Hogs: Prentiss County’s
early April hog sale was the
best ever. It was the first sale
of 1979 in the state, and there
were 1921 pigs sold at an
average of 91 cents per pound.
He termed the hogs ‘‘probably
the best group we’ve had
quality wise.”

--Pimento Peppers: Two
very poor years have brought
about sharp reductions in
pimento pepper farming in the
county. About 37 acres will
be planted this year, down

. from 160 acres in 1976. Dry

weather has hurt the crop, he
said.
--Corn: The rains delayed
corn planting severely,.  the
county agent said, noting that
planting should have been done
in April. The late planting will
put the county’s approximately
3,000 acres of corn into a
summer maturity date, when
the crop will be hurt by insects
and dry weather.
--Cucumbers: There will
only be about 10 acres of
cucumbers planted in the
(Continued on Page 2)

successfully to find a way to
get the woman home after the
pair was transported to the
county jail. The woman was
taken to the jail in Booneville
because the only cell available
in Baldwyn was full, the chief
said.

Sheriff Martin said that after
being searched she was issued
a blanket because it was a
“cool night” and placed in the
women’s section of the jail.
Her cell is separated from the
other cells by whitewashed
brick walls.

Two people were charged
with petty larceny by
Booneville city police earlier
this week, according to city
police records.

Mary Flory of Charleston,
S.C. and Charlotte Mullinex of
Tupelo were charged in con-
nection with attempts to take
money from several soft drink
machines in Booneville.

If plans develop as expected,
Booneville will join the more
than 200 other communities
throughout the state of
Mississippi-in holding its own
town meeting.

-Eloise Patton and Nancy
Knowlton, consultants with the
Institute of Cultural Affairs,
met with local business, civic
and political leaders Monday
night at City Hall to discuss
plans for the meeting.

The Institute of Cultural
Affairs i8 a non-profit

Radio operator Glenn
Honeycutt said the woman was
“beating on the bars and
hollering’* after she was placed
in the cell.

The operator checked on her
about 3:30 after she became
quiet and found her body, the
sheriff said. The operator
called deputy Jeff Jackson,
and the two men attempted
unsuccessfully to revive her
because the body was still
warm, he added.

Mrs. Deaton had torn the
ruddish blanket, fashioned one

The two were arrested after
allegedly being seen trying to
get money from three different
machines, according to
records.

Records also indicated that
13 different soft drink
machines were tampered with,
according to people who called
in to police to complain about
the tampering.

organization working with the
governors office of Citizen
Participation in Jackson.
Trained staff members and
volunteers are circulating in
the North Mississippi area
establishing meeting dates and
places.

Another planning meeting
will be held Monday, May 14 at
7:30 p.m. at the Booneville City
Hall. Civic clubs, churches and
other groups are urged to have
a representative at this
meeting. Interested citizens

o u Lo v:%)

-erd into a noose, and wrapped

other end around the
whitewashed mesh around the
cell. She jumped from the top
of a double bunk bed, the
sheriff said.

She was found with her feet
dragging the floor and ap-
parently died of strangulation,
the sheriff and the coroner
said. She did not appear to
sustain a broken neck, both
men added. 1

They added it was the first
suicide in memory at the
county jail.

2 Charged With Larceny

The two peuple are free on
$500 bond pending further
action on the misdemeanor
charges, according to records.

Records also indicated that a
Chevrolet belonging to Peggy
Tenseener was stolen from the
Davidson Chevrolet garage
last week. The car was later
recovered in a creek in Tippah

(Continued on Page 2)

Town Meet Coming Closer

are also invited. If enough
interest is shown, thé town
meeting will be held later this
month, on May 7th at 7 p.m.

Each town meeting is a three
hour event where 25 to 250 local
citizens gather to identify the
major challenges they see
facing their community ' and
then to pin-point several
proposals they could im-
plement themselves over
subsequent months to meet
those chalienges.

(Continued on Page 2)
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$90,000 In Fees Paid Here

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Prentiss County
chancery clerk’s office took in
over $50,000 il fees for work
done during 1978, while the
county circuit clerk's office
took in just over $15,000 for
work done last year.

The county's five justice
court judges reported a tota] of
just over $23,000 compensation-
-with Dist. 3 reporting just over
$9,000 of that-while four of the
county’s five constables
reported just over $2,600
compensation for their work.

The figures were contained
in annual financial disclosure
reports filed by the officials in-
connection with state law 7-345
of the Miss. Code of 1972.

The law requires financial
accounting for all elected of-

ficials whose official financial
compensation comes in whole
or part from fees.

A check through courthouse

records revealed reports from

all the officials except Dist. 3
Constable Verlon Jones.
Employees in the chancery
clerk’s office were unable to
find a copy of that report.
Deadline for filing the
reports in April 15. According
to state law 7-3-47, failure to
file a report is a misdemeanor
punishable by a maximum
$500 fine and a maximum six
months jail sentence.
According to the reports, the
Chancery Clerk Gene Gray's
office took in a total of $35,120
from governmental treasuries,
and another $14,929 from
private individuals or firms.
Total receipts came to $50,049.
Disbursements from the

office included $19,195 in
salaries to four office em-
ployees and $3710 for social
security payments, retirement
and advertising, for a total of
$22,906.

The records listed $27,143
received as compensation for
the job of chancery -clerk
during 1978.

Circuit Clerk Travis Cox's
reported an income of $11,740
from governmental treasuries
and $3176 from private in-
dividuals or firms for a total
intake of $15,076.

The report listed a payment
for salaries of $3539, but listed
the $15,076 figure as total
compensation for the job last
year.

Dist. 5 Justice Court Judge
Roy Hare showed his office
received $5444 as total com-

i

pensation last year. The money
was from fees in connection
with court cases. He listed no
deductions from the total.
Dist. 4 Justice Court Judge
Billy Sartin showed a total
income of $1269 from his office,
listed a $240 rent payment and
showed a net income of $1029,
according to records.

Dist. 3 Justice Court Judge
Joe Davis showed a total of
$9030 received for his work last
year. He listed no deductions.

Dist. 2 Justice Court Judge
Bill Cook showed $4988 total
income from his office, listed
deductions of $1403 for
salaries, utilities and office
supplies and showed a net.
income of $3584.

Dist. 1 Justice Court Judge
Q.D. Pollara showed a total
vompensation of $4R4R for his

ART WINNERS—The followiing Hill's Chapel students were winners in an art contest recently
held at the school. The contest was sponsored by the Booneville Junior Women's Club, and was held
for students in grades one through five. Winners included, left to right front: Paula Armstrong,
Stephen Akers, Amy Nanney, Kristi Jacobs, Nathan Brimingham, Kimberley Cunningham, Brad
Hill, Pam Lambert, left to right back; Ronnie Walker, Jay Lowrey, Lisa KaPaun, Keith Smith,
Rhonda Crow, Craig Riddle. Slhane Starling and Greg Hisaw. ;

office and listed no deductions,
records indicated.

Dist. 5 Constable John
Lambert showed a total intake
of $1256, from court -work,
serving warrants and sum-
mons, and showed a car ex-
pense of $586 for a net income
of $669 for the year.

Dist. 4 Constable Samuel
Bridges showed a total income
of $868, reported a $320
gasoline expense and a net
income of $548, according to
records

Dist. 2 Constable Robert
Moore showed total com-
pensation of $1224 and no ex-
penses,

Dist. 1 Constable Gayle
Floyd showed a total income of
$340, a car expense of $110, for

_a net income of $230.






