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eapportionment Is Outlined

By HANK WIESNER
Mannglng Editor

The Mississippi re-
apportionment plan for the
State Legislature which was
recently handed down by a
three judge federal panel will
split Prentiss County among
two Representative districts
but leave the county’s Senate
district almost unchanged,
according to court suit records
on file in the county Circuit
Clerk’s office.

Under the new plan, Prentiss
and Alcorn countiies will make
up Dist. 3 while IPrentiss and
Lee County will form Dist. 18 in
the House of Reprresentatives.
Dist. 3 will be composed of
Beats 1,2, and 5 frrom Prentiss,
while Dist. 18 will lhave Beats 3
and 4.

Prentiss has be:come a part
of Senate Dist. 5 umder the new
plan. That distrilict also in-
cludes all of 'Tishomingo
County and Beats; 1 and 5 in
Itawamba County..

Enthusiasm Urged

For Townlifters

“The main ingredient in any
uptown revitalization program
is enthusiasm--you must
overcome your doubts and
work together.”

So said Rayburn Chilcoat,
President of Chilcoat
Industries and its nine retail
furniture stores, and the
driving force behind the
“townlift’’ program that
reversed the fortunes of
Haleyville, Ala.

Chilcoat was principal
speaker Thursday night at a
joint meeting of the Booneville
Uptown Association and the
Operation Townlift Com-
mittee. 2

“You must,” Chilcoat said,
“make up your mind what you
are going to do and let nothing
stop you. Get everyone in-
volved. Sure, there were
doubts in the beginning. But
when a town the size of
Haleyville (population 4,000}
can grow from $6 million in
retail sales for 1964, to $34
million in 1978, we know we
have done a lot of things
right.”

Chilcoat is a native of
Haleyville, where his business

_is headquartered, and has been

i

“,'45‘-

& booster of thme townlift
program since its inception in
1964.

Chilcoat repcorts - that
Haleyville is now wver 100 per
cent employed. ‘“This,”” he
explained, ‘“means there are
more people wrorking in
Haleyville than livre there.”

He attributes this to the fact
that townlift hass involved
everyone.

“It has helped the entire
community become involved,
not just the 32 merclhants in the
downtown area.”

Chilcoat showed the group
before and after pictures of the
area involved.

Marshall Diickerson,
Booneville Operation Townlift
Chairman, gave a rezport on the
committee’s recemt meeting
with TVA’s Townlift
representatives. Hex explained
that the principal reequirement
is that enough local interest be
shown to justify TVA’s in-
volvement.

“It is not a ‘blitz’ operation,”
Dickerson said. “It is done
over a period of timee, and only
those things the people want
will be done.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Wreck Kills Two

Two Baldwyn youths were
killed Saturday night in a head-
on collision on Mississippi 45
North within the Baldwyn city
limits, a Mississippi Highway
Patrol spokesman said.

The victims were identified
as Danny Ray Coker, 17, of
Route 2, Baldwyn, and Floyd
Dwayne Cockrell, 16, of Route
3, Baldwyn.

Full details of the accident

. NATIONAL HOSRIYAL WEEK PROCLAIME

Effort-1t's working for yow.” Pictured at “‘the 8

were unavailable Sunday, the
Highway Patrol spokesman
said.

Carl Lindsey, a Baldwyn
Police Department patrolman,
said the youths werre traveling
in separate’ automobiles when
the wreck occurrred. It is
believed the car:s had no
passengers,  Lindsey said
The accident i85 under in-
vestigation, but no ctharges had
been filed Monday.

Prentiss County had
previously been part of Dist. 2
in the House of Represen-
tatives. Tishomingo County
made up the other part of that
district.

The county had also been
part of Dist. 4 in the Senate.
Tishomingo, Itawamba and
Monroe counties composed the
balance of that district, ac-
cording to court records.

The decision is expected to
be made final and put into use

for!hemomlnsmmaq_

elections in August and
November general elections.

Under the new plan, Dist. 3
will have a total of 9176
registered voters from the
three Prentiss County beats,
The Alcorn County precincts of
Rienzi, Biggersville, Bethel,
Jacinto and Union will con-
tribute a total of 3,927 voters,
according to registration
figures.

Dist. 18 will have 6,168
registered voters from
Prentiss County. The number

of Lee County voters in the
District wasn't available.

Dist. 3 will be composed of
17,534 people while Dist. 18 will
have 17,421, according to
courthouse records.

Senate Dist. 5 will be com-
posed of 42,615 people, in-
cluding the 15-plus thousand
voters from Prentiss County.
Voter registration figures from
the other counties that make
up the district were not
available.

The plan creates single

member districts based on
population rather than
tradional political boundaries.
Under the new plan, there will
be one Representative for
about every 18,000 people, and
a Senator for about every
43,000 people.

The plan also increases the
possibility that there will be
sizeable black caucauses in
both the House and Senate
since, for the most part,
concentrations of blacks won’t

(Continued on Page 2)
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Baldwyn Woman
Charged In Murder

A 20-year old Baldwyn
woman was free on $10,000
bond Monday morning after
being charged with murder in
connection with the Friday
night stabbing death of a
Prentiss County man.

William Earl Miller, 27, was
dead on arrival at 10 p.m.
Friday at Baldwyn Hospital
with a knife wound in his heart.
Miller was stabbed once in the

¢ heart with an eight-inch but-

cher knife, said Lee County
Sheriff’s Department in-

wa vestigator Mitch Burleson.

TROUBLESHOOTERS—Dave Kendrick, owner of Kendrick-Windham Motors and Ray Vun-
cannon, instructor at the Prentiss County Vo-Tech Center, flank William Guy Wheeler and Ray
Thomas. The two senior Vo-Tech students will take part in the Plymouth Troubleshooting contest to
be held May 8 in Jackson. Wheeler and Thomas finished among the top 10 auot mechanics students
in the state in a written test to qualify for the contest, which is sponsored here by Kendrick. At the
contest, both students in Vuncannon’s class, the two young men will diagnose a troubled Plymouth
engine and try to get the car running within 90 minutes. (Photo by Hank Wiesner.)

Authorities arrested Eunice
Selmon of 210 West Main St.,
Baldwyn, in connection with
the stabbing. The suspect has
signed a written confession to
the stabbing, said Burleson.

The investigator said the
stabbing, which occurred at
the house the couple shared,
culminated an hour-long
argument between the two.

_ Both were drinking at the time

PCCD Set Through September

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Prentiss County Child
Development Program will
remain open at least through
the end of September.

That was the result of a
public meeting Monday - in
Oxford where state welfare
department officials said that
several preschool handicapped
programs in  northeast
Mississippi--the Prentiss
program among them-—would
continue to receive Title XX
funds until their contracts with
the welfare department expire.

Last week the welfare
department had planned to

D-—Mayor Charles Crabb signs a proclamation here
i 2o themé fob Hospital week 18- “The Voluntary
igning are from left to right, Velma Spencer, Ernie

terminate the Title XX funding
at the end of May. The change
of position of state welfare
officials means that funds will
continue to flow in for the
Prentiss County program until
the contract with the state
expires at the end of Sep-
tember.

Welfare official Jane Emling
read part of a letter saying the
department would honor the
contracts with the schools. She
added that a letter confirming
the decision would be mailed to
county welfare departments
shortly.

Prentiss County Child
Development officials had
been told recently that their

federal funds would be cut off
May 31 because federal of-
ficials had questioned the use
of Title XX money for the
preschool program. Other
preschool program ad-
ministrators in nearby
counties had been fold the
same thing.

The apparent turnabout by
welfare officials on the
preschool program was good
news for Prentiss County, but
still leaves the county with one
unanswered problem-where to
obtain matching funds for the
PCCD program after the Sept.
31 deadline.

State welfare officials have

said that minimum program _

funds from the -welfare
department used as matching
funds to draw Title XX funds
can't be used after the
program ends in September.

Presently, Prentiss County
uses about $62,000 in minimum
program funds to draw about
$187,000 in Title XX funds for
operation of the PCCD
program.

There aren’t enough local
funds in the county school
system to use as match-money,
and Supt. of Education Lex
Cain said Monday that he has
been unable to obtain the funds
from any other sources so far.

How much match money can

(Continued on Page 2)

Fund Drive Underway

Tuesday’s kickoff breakfast
at Northeast Mississippi
Junior College marked the
official beginning of the 1979
Prentiss County Community
Fund drive.

Mrs. Opal Anderson, Fund
Drive Chairman, reported that
the drive is almost to the

- halfway mark with more

than$14,000 of the $34,070 goal
already collected. She also said
that the Education Division is

Hospital Joins Inn V

A nationwide campaign to
contain health care costs will
be the focus of activities at

= Northeast Mississippi Hospital

= il May 6th-12th as it observes
v National Hospital Week this
‘#E year.

The campaign is called the
Voluntary Effort to contain
Hedlth Care Costs and Nor-
theast Mississippi Hospital

McCoy, Charlotte Davis, Ji‘mmy McAnally and seated is Mayor Charles Crabb. (Staff Photo by Lee joins 6.400 hospitals around the
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country during National

.within $50 of reaching its goal.

Prentiss County Community
Fund was organized fourteen
years ago to consolidate the
fund-raising efforts of some
twelve Prentiss County service
organizations. Those agencies
include:

American Red Cross, Boy
Scouts, Prentiss County
Cancer Fund, Cerebral Palsy,
Cystic Fibrosis, 4-H Club, Girl
Scouts, Goodfellow Fund,

Hospital Week to call attention
to the Voluntary Effort (VE).

The VE, established in late
1977, is a coalition of hospitals,
physicians, health insurers,
health industry suppliers and
representatives from govern-
ment, business and consumer
groups.

The coalition

“recognizes that everyone must

share in the responsibility for
rising costs.

The VE is guided by a

Mental Health, R.C.D.C. Fund,
Rescue Squad, and the USO.
In the past fourteen years,
the Community Fund has
distributed more than $332,000
to these organizations for use
in service and charitable
programs in the county.

All division chairmen are
asked to meet at the Peoples

_ Bank each Friday to report

their collections.

National Steering Committee
which sets broad national goals
for cost containment. It is
implemented through cost
containment committees ana
programs established in all 50
states. Technical assistance to
hospitals and physicians is

provided by the National
Steering Committee member
organizations and by the state
organizations.

““The idea

behind the

of the stabbing,
vestigator said.

the in-

“They were accusing one
another of going with different
people,” Burleson said of the
argument.

A neighbor who witnessed
the stabbing, Paul Jones, told
pollice that Selmon ‘“kept
slapping” Miller despite

requests to leave him alone, ;

Burleson said.
Shortly before the stabbing,

Milller allegedly slapped the
suspect and restrained her

hands, he said.

‘“She went into the kitchen,
got. a knife, went into the front
room where he was sitting and
stalbbed him one time with the
knife,” the investigator said.-

Miiller was taken to Baldwyn
Hospital by neighbors, where
he pronounced dead on arrival.

An autopsy has been
reqjuested of Lee County
Corroner Bill Sides, Burleson-
said.

HAND SETS RECORD—
Booneville's Ryan Hand set an
alk-time record Saturday in the
Bigbee Track Meet with a pole
vault jump of 12 ft. 7 in. For
more pictures of the local
leaper turn to today’s Sports
Section. (Staff Photo by Lee
Gentry.)

Power Cut Scheduled

Weather permitting, there will be an interfuption to electric

g;rv:ce at 1 a.m. Thursday, May 10, for all members of the
entiss County Electric Power Association served from the

Balldwyn substation.

' 'Trhis power outage will be about two hours long and will cover
the: area of Highway 30 West of Frankstown, Frankstown,
Whieeler and the entire Prentiss County system south of those

poiints.

T'he interruption is being made by TVA in Connection with the
conistruction of the new Guntown substation.

City

Aldermen OK

Gas Price Increase

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Booneville Board of
Aldlermen Tuesday night
approved a hike in the city's
gass company rates after
learning that the system had
operrated in the red last month.

Tthe rate hike will take effect
immediately, and will boost
the |price of gas from the city to
cusitomers from $2.03 per
milllion cubic feet to $2.42 for
the same amount.

Tthe rate increase will be the
first in several years for the
city’s near 2,500 customers. It

' came only after the city had

absorbed three price hikes
from its supplier, according to

Voluntary Effort is suauple
enough,”’ Ralph R. Smith,
Administrator, said. ‘‘We
believe that since we all do our
share toraise the cost of health
care:, we can all do our part to
hold down costs.”

The national goal of the
Voluntary Effort is to reduce
the rate of increase in health’
care expenditures by a total of
four percentage points in 1978

.and 1979. And the VE is

Aldermen J.W. Timbes, who is
head of the department.

“We really had no choice but
toraise the rates. Welost about
$400 last month, and we had to
raise the price or continue to
operate in the red,”’ he said.

A letter from city consulting
engineers Allen and Hoshall in
Memphis recommended an
increase, and noted that the
city had the lowest rates in this
area.

According to the letter the
city used about 328,804 MCF of
gas from January through
December of last year.

In other action Tuesday
night, the board voted to
charge mobile home owners a

(Continued on Page 2)

E Program

working. Savings to the
American people during 1978
reached more than $1.3 billion.

Activities have been planned
for N.NEM.H. employees for
National Hospital Week. On
Thursday, May 10th the public
is invited to view a film dealing

_with high blood pressure.

“Silent Countdown” will be
shown on the hour from 7 a.m.
until 6 p.m. in the hospital
conference room. Free blood
pressure screening will be
available to the pyblic.






