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$123,000 Grant For City Nears Approval
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Mayor Crabb, Woody Sle and rvaurcham, head of the city water

department, look over area to be helped by application

Thrasher Upgrading Is Sought

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

* Improvements on the old
(l‘nam high school building, a

gymnasium, and
s FoOomS to replace trailers
' used are the most
’ ; improvements
ded at Thrasher High

Harrell V. Padgett and two of
the school’s advisory board
members.

Along with outlining the
needs of the school, board
members Bobby Weatherbee
and Gerald Scott also defended
the actions of the Prentiss
County Board of Education,
which both board members
feel is getting criticism it
Hoesn't deserve.

“One of the most important
needs at Thrasher is for im-
provements on our high school
building,”” Principal Padgett
said in a recent interview at
the school.

Improvements on the
building-mostly bricking up
unneeded windows and

ool, according to Principal

replacing woodemn window
frames with metal {frames--are
on ongoing project at the
school.

Last summer about 20
window openings wsere bricked
up to help conserve heating
costs and prevent the upkeep
associated with broken win-
dows, the principal said.

This summer work will
continue on the niorth side of
the building as miwre window
openings are clossed off and
frames replaced.

The work has beecen paid for
by the county andl the school,
each of whom puit up about
$1700 for the imjprovements.
There has also betwen plenty of

“ree labor supplied from area

citizens concerned about the
school. The school money
came from schwol activity
funds raised *y' concession
stand sales and ball game
admissions, the prrincipal said.

But two other dreams of
Thrasher people--to build a
new gymnasium and to build
classrooms to replace the two
trailers now usted for that

-purpose--are nowhere near
realization.

The present gym was built in
the late 1940’s with a lot of free
labor and lumber from the
abandoned Army barracks at
F't. McCain. =0

But it is old now. it has seen
30 years of Thrasher basket-
ball, and housed generations of
fans who became accustomed
to looking around roof-support
posts at both ends of the court
and in front of the bleachers to
follow their team.

Two new classrooms are
needed-‘‘as soon as tomorrow
if possible,”’ according to the
Principal--to replace the

strailers. This year, the 12-plus

year old trailers house about 45
children who are either first
graders or remedial math
students.

But neither one of those goals
will be realized in the near
future because no state
Educational Finance Com-
mission funds are available to
Prentiss County, except for
emergency purposes such as

re-roofing, according to County
Supt. of Education Lex Cain.

Although the county and
local schools can still come up

with funds for miner
renovations, EFC funds woyld
be needed for

majg
renovations or contructionft&
new buildings.

And due to a standoff
ween the present county board
of education and the EFC, no
EFC funds for renovations o
construvion are coming here.

The EFC has requested the
county to consolidate its five
high schools into a fewer
number and draft a long range
educational plan to reflect that
change.

The school board, whose
members were elected on
platform promises of keeping
the schools where they are, has
refused-to draft such a plan, or
ratifiy a county education long
range plan now in Jackson
passed by a previous school
board that calls for the con-
solidation of the schools into a
single high school at
(Continued on Page 2)

“New Orleans’ Restaurant To Open

A New Orleans Famous
Fried Chicken restaurant is
expected to open on Highway
45 North in Booneville
“sometime between now and
the first of the month,” ac-
cording to Jim Fisher, who will
own and manage the business.

The restaurant, which will be
located across from the
Northeast Mississippi Junior

College, is expectted to employ
about 15 people, Fisher said.

The new busine:ss will serve
various types of clhicken, along
with side orderrs, assorted
icebox pies, soft drinks, and
milk, he added.

The restauraint will be
designed to seat about 30
people, but Fisher also expects
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FRIDAY, APRIL 13, marks the date for the Senior Class and

to do. a strong carryout
business and “will have a
‘“‘/drive-through’’ window to
pick up orders to go.

There are New Orleans
Famous Fried Chicken
restaurants in elsewhere
Mississippi, as wll as Alabama
and Arkansas.

““We started construction on
the restaurant in November,

but then we ran into bad
weather and that delayed work
onit,” Fisher said early this
week.

‘““We’ve got the building
almost done now, and we’re
hoping the truck strike won't
cause us problems in getting
our equipment shipped in,” he
conciuded.

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Booneville was given preliminary approval late last week for
a $123,000 grant from the federal Housing and Urban
Development department which will be used for water system
improvements for the Sunflower section on the city’s east snde
according to Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb.

Booneville was among five northeast Mississippi cities that
received prelimipary approval for a total of $6.78 million in the
HUD grants. The other cities are New Albany, Aberdeen,
Oxford and Okolona.

The preliminary approvals must now be followed by final
comprehensive grant applications, a step considered routine by
most government officials. All of the grants fall into the “one
hundred per cent” category, which means that no matching
local funds will be needed to obtain them.

The city of Booneville is critically lacking in the guality of
water service in the Sunflower area—which has a high con-
centration of low and moderate income persons.

Fire protection is grossly inadequate due to the lack of fire
hydrants and water lines which are too small to give the
pressure necessary for the hydrants, according to grant ap-
plication documents.

Presently, there is about 10,000 linear feet of three-quarter
inch and two inch lines in those areas.

In addition, the chief engineer for the State Rating Bureau has
declared the conditions a serious threat to public safety.

The area covered by the grant request includes Cedar, Sun-

Sunrise Services Set

The Prentiss County Ministerial Association will present a
sunrise service Easter Sunday at 6:30 at the Northeast

‘| Mississippi Junior College Coliseum.

Five speakers will examine the birth, life, death, resurrec-
tion, and ascention of Christ. The speakers include the Revs.
Potts, Hill, Bostick, Shook and Burleson.

Speeial music will be presented by Rev, Charles Crabb with
accompaniment by Cathy Johnson. June Walden will give the.
prelude, several hymns will be sung, and the benediction will be
given by Dr. Harold White, President of the Northeast

flower, Jumper Circle, Allen, Oak, Robinson, Shinault, Triplett,
Belll, Anderson, Handy and Mobley streets, according to Mayor
Crabb. The improvements are expected to help about 498
people, the mayor added.

Under the terms of the grant request, the city is seeking to
install 10,000 feet of six-inch pve water lines and to install 18 fire
hydrants.

Construction of the water improvements will completely
elimninate the threat to public safety, according to application
doccuments.

‘““We’re very happy to have this preliminary approval,”
Maiyor Crabb said early this week. “We had been turned down
lasit year on the same project,” he added.

Both the mayor and Woody Sample, a federal program
comsultant for the city, who helped work up the application said
Bowneville was fortunate to obtain preliminary approval.

‘“Since this is 100 per cent grant money, there are many ap-
pliccations for it. Last year, there were about 160 applications
from municipalities across the state seeking nearly $100
milllion,”” Sample said.

‘““It's hard to get a grant of this sort funded in this section of
the: state. Some of the criteria include the number of poverty
levrel people and the amount of substandard housing in an area
thait is seeking the grant, and there are far higher levels of both
in 1other parts of the state than here,”’ he said.

‘““One thing that did help us to get preliminary approval is that
thiis area was designated an Appalachia Regional Commission
growth center. That means this area is expected to grow in

(Continued on Page 2)

Mlssismppi Junior College,

Two Civil Smts
Seek $30,000

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Two unrelated civil suits
seeking a total of $30,000 have
been filed recently in Prentiss
County Circuit Court, ac-
cording to recordson file in the
Circuit Clerk's office.Both
suits were filed in connection
with highway wrecks.

The first suit was filed by
Shelia Rogers against Allstate
Insurance Co. for $10,000 in
connection with a two-vehicle
collision last October.

The second suit, seeking
$20,000 judgement, was filed by
Earlene Christian against
Joyce Frair. Fryar was
driving a car that Christian
was a‘passenger in when it was
involved in a collision last
October.

Rogers’ suit against the
insurance company centers
around an Oct. 8 collision on
Highway 45 about three miles
north of Tupelo.

According to the suit, Rogers
was northbound on Highway 45
when her 1978 Pontiac was
struck by a vehicle driven by
William Parker after Parker
pulled from a parking lot inte
the road.

The collision injured Rogers,
and caused her over $1300 in
medical bills, loss of wages,
and the prospect of future
medical bills, according to the
suit.

Parker had no insurance on
his vehicle, but Rogers had a
$10,000 insurance policy in
force with a clause that up to
that amount could be paid if
she was struck by an uninsured
motorist, according to the suit.

Parker’s negligence brought
on the crash, according to the
suit, which also contends that
Parker failed to yield the right
of way and that his vehicle was
out of control.

Rogers' suit contends that
she received over $10,000 ir

(Continued on Page 2)

Tammi Wimberley and Torr Huddlevton
Two FBLA Members
Take State Honors

At the recent State FBLA
L.eadership Conference,
P'rentiss County FBLA
Clhapter came away with two
fiirst-place winners: Tammie
Wiimberly and Terri Hud-
dlleston.

Tammie Wimberley, Co-
P'resident of the Prentiss
Cliounty FBLA Chapter won
fiirst place in the state in the
Oiffice Procedures Contest.

Tammie is the daughter of
Mirs. Lavelle and James
Wimberley, and is a senior at
Blooneville High School.

She is a second year
Clooperative Vocational Office
T'raining student. Tammie has

been a member of FHA, Beta
Ciub, Anchor Club, Annual
Staff, Student Council; she
attended the Math and Science

Tournament, and was voted as

“Most Likely to Succeed.

She is a member of the
Pisgah United Methodist
Church, where she is
secretary-treasurer of the
UMYF and plays the piano for
a church school group.

Terri Huddleston won First
Place with the job description
manual on being a Clerk-Teller
at the Peoples Bank. She is a
senior at Booneville High

School and the daughter of Mr.
(Continued on Page 2)

_the Science Club of Booneville High School’s annual class

stournament and spaghetti supper. The spaghetti supper is from
4:30 to 7 in the BHS cafeteria. Tickets may be purchased from
any member of the Senior Class or Science Club. They may also
be obtained at the door.

REVIVAL SERVICES WILL be held at The Martin Hill Free
Will Baptist Church beginning Sunday night, April 15th through
Friday night, April 20th at 7 p.m. nightly. Bro. William Atkin-
son, pastor of the Pearce Chapel FWB Church in Smithville, will
be the evangelist.

(More notices on Page 2)

THE PRENTISS COUNTY Assoc. for Retarded Citizens will
hold its monthly meeting, Tuesday night, April 17 at 7 p.m. At
the Timber Hills Mental Health Center located om Hwy. 30 by-
pass. Guest speaker will be Marty Melton, Executive Director
of the State ARC from Jackson.

EVERY RESIDENT OF Booneville will have am opportunity
during the next three weeks, April 1-15 to meet his ‘‘Pentecostal
Neighbor.”” Members of the Booneville Church of God will be

* contacting residents by home visits, letters. telephone calls,
tracts and advertisements. The three-week contact effort will
conclude on Easter when church atten:iance records are ex-
pected to be broken, officials sai..

THERE WILL BE a gospel singing at Calvary Baptist Church
in Marietta Sunday, April 15 at 1 p.m. The featured singers will
be The Lakey Family of Nettleton

Auxi]iary Charlty Ball Set For Friday

LOVELIES OF THE CHARITY BALL—Pictured here are the
1979 Living Ads to be presented at the Annual Charity Ball to be
held Friday night at the American Legion Building. Pictured
front row left to right. Jan Floyd, Jackie Walden, Melody Strange,
Lisa Armstrong Beverly Goddard Jessica Marie Hiil, Bronzie

Morgan, and Kim Beard. Back row left to right. Deanne Arnold,
Susan Holley, Donna Rogers, Sherry Mathis, Jerri Caveness, Liz
Goodwin, Rhonda Crowe, Carla Bonds, Marla Ellzey, and Tammy
Parr. Not pictured. Candy Cleveland and Tracy Arnold. (Staff
Photo by Lee Gentry.)

The Junior Auxiliary today the Booneville area, will wear
announces the names of 20 long gowns of pretty colors to
young ladies who, as Living complement the ‘‘April in

/Ads, will represent Booneville
businesses and industries at
the Auxiliary’s Second
Invitational Charity Ball.

The Ball will take place
tomorrow from 8 p.m. until 1
a.m. at the American Legion
Building. Presentation of the
Living Ads, who were chosen
by the firms they represent,
wil be one of the highlights of
the entertainment portion of
the Ball.

The 20 Living Ads are, Carla
Bonds, Candy Cleveland, Liz
Goodwin, Kim Beard, Donna
IRogers, Sherry Mathis,
Tammy Parr, Deanne Arnold,
‘Susan Holley, Bronzie Morgan,
ILisa Armstrong, Marla Ellzey, *
Jerri Caveness, Jackie
‘Walden, Melody Strange,
Rhonda Crowe, Tracy Armold,
Jessica Marie Hill, Beverly
iGoddard and Jan Floyd.

All of the girls, who are high
:school or college students from

Paris” theme of the Ball. Each
Living Ad will enter the
ballroom as the master of

ceremonies, Roy Bailey, reads,

a short message about the
business she represents. i

Mrs. Richard Coggin, ads
chairman for the Charity Ball,
honored the Living Ads with a

“Coke Party in her home on

March 31. At this time the girls
were introduced to the other

~ members of the ads com-

mittee: Mrs. William D. White,
Mrs. Garry Lindsey, and Mrs,
Bobby Taylor.

Proceeds from the Charity
Ball will finance the Junior
Auxiliary’s welfare,
educational, civic, cultural,

and recreational projects for .

the community.

The doors of the American
Legion Building will be opened
at 7:30 p.m. The Auxiliary
reminds all guests to present
their invitations at the door.






