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T'VA Rate Hike Delay Saves $57,000 Here

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Tennessee Valley Authority’s decision last week to delay
a,6.5 per cent rate hike for three months is expected to save
."1stomers of the Prentiss County Electric Power Aissociation
about $57,000 during that time, according to association
manager J.W. Abernethy.

The decision to postpone the rate hike came Thur:sday after
officials said TVA unexpectedly saved about $81 million in
operating costs during January and February.

We're happy they decided to do it. They had called us
beforehand to get our reaction to the price increase, aind we told
them we favored postponing it for as long as possible,”
Abernethy said laste last week.

The Prentiss County association serves abwut 9,500

customers, and their average bill is about $30.78. Six point five
per cent of the average bill would be about $2, and that comes
out to a $19,000 savings for each of those three months, ac-
cording to figures supplied by the association.

The association serves Prentiss County, where the bulk of its
customers are located. The group also serves people in Lee,
Union, Alcorn and Tippah counties, Abernethy said.

In a special meeting, TVA Chairman David Feeman and
Director Richard Freeman approved delaying the scheduled
April 1 increase on the advice of Hugh Parris, the government
utility’s manager of power.

Parris said TVA's coal-fired, nuclear and hydro generating
units worked more efficiently this winter, so the agency did not
have to buy as much power from other utilities as expected, nor
did it rely as heavily on costly oil-fired turbines during peak

demand.

Deferring the increase gives TVA customers until July 1
before home bills jump $2.04 to more than $33 per 1,000 kilowatt-
hours, some 25 percent below the national average. The delay
will save the utility’s 2.7 million customers some $50 million in
power bills.

Parris called for the delay Wednesday because power system
savings since January required less than $50 million income to
meet TVA’s annual interest expense, instead of the $100 million
that would have come with an April 1 hike.

When the increase was proposed, it was designed to cover a
$59 million power system operating deficit projected for the
fiscal year ending Sept. 30.

But TVA, in light of the winter savings, produced figures
Monday showing that it would come out $22 million ahead of the
margin needed to cover this year's $655 million in interest

charges on debts for fuel and construction costs.

Even though implementing the rate hike July 1 will bring just
$50' million in revenue, Parris said TVA needs only $38 million
this year to meet rate requirements on its $3 billion power
sysitem.

Aisked whether the rate hike could be delayed even further, or
dome away with entirely if TVA generating units operate as ef-
ficiiently in spring and early summer as they did in January and
Felbruary, Chairman Freeman said:

*“We will look at the numbers in our quarterly rate review in
May, but there’s no need to speculate on that now.”

Director Freeman added that “we would look at those
nurmbers as a routine matter anyway. But we’re not projecting

this trend on the spring and summer because we have no basis
for it.”

$2.000 Reward
Offered In Shooting

RIPLEY—A $2,000 reward
has been offered for in-
formation lending to the
v.Aviction of persons
responsible for a Feb. 24 ar-
med robbery that resulted in
the death of a Tippah County
man, county officials have
announced.

The Tippah County Sheriff’s
Department has not Yyet
received any response to the
reward offer. The department
iq still investigating the rob-
very and shooting, which

caused the death of Oliver
James Brady on Fieb. 27.

Brady died from wounds he
received during the: robbery at
his home on Mississippi 4 near
the Tippah-Prentiiss county
line. He and his wife were
returning home from the
Baldwyn store Bradiy operated
at 11 p.m. Feb. 24 when two
men attacked them.

The men, who werre hiding in
the Brady home, sieized Mrs.

Brady when she went into the °

house.

$32,000 Suit Filed

BALDWYN:=~The .. attorney
representing 136 former em-
ployees of Sands Manufac-
turing Inc. said he has filed a
$32,000 suit against the defunct
turniture industry and its
factor, Citizens and Southern
Bank of Atlanta, Ga., to
compensate the employees for
wages they have not received.

Additionally, the suit is
asking for $75,000 in punitive
damages against four of Sands’
directors and officers, Bob
Shipper, Willard Schein, Jan C.
"oy and W.R. Martin,
Baldwyn attorney George
Gunter said Tuesday.

“We're charging them with
fraud and misrepresentation,”
said Gunter, who filed the suit
in Prentiss County Circuit
Court.

Since the Internal Revenue
Service placed a levy on the
company Feb. 16 for $68,000 in
vack taxes, former employees
have been seeking ways to
collect $32,000 owed them in
wages, Gunter said.

..“They. haven't been.paid in
well over a month,"” Gunter

said. At least one of'the former
employees will haive to pay
state income ta:xes twice
because of the sittuation, he
added.

The employees iare asking
for the punitive damage
compensation because they
had satisfied their eend of their
contractual agreemnents with
the company and hzad not been
compensated, Gunteer said.

Gunter said he expects the
suit to come up im the June
term of Prentiss County Cir-
cuit Court. “I don't believe a
Prentiss County jury would
return a verdict against us,”
he said.

The attorney has had little

success negotiating out of

court with the comnpany, he
said.

Gunter has calledl a meeting
of his 136 clients ait the com-
munity center Thumrsday night
to discuss the suit,

What’s Going On? 728-6214

DAFFODIL DOLL—Jennifer Rowland. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronny Rowland, shows the
typical springtime scene as she picks daffodils from a local country farm. With Easter just around
the corner. scenes like this makes the holiday even more appealing. (Photo by Timmy Rowland.)

Incumbents Not Favored

Lions Straw Vote Held

Jim Herring, John
McCauley, Danny Childers,
David Bolen and Louise
Dubard were winners in the
Booneville Lions Club straw
vote taken among its members
last Thursday.

Club members took a survey
of whom they preferred among
those seeking the offices of
state governor, county sheriff,
county tax assessor and
collector, county superin-
tendent of education and
county chancery clerk.

For state governor, Jim

Herring led the field with seven
votes. Other choices, and their
vote totals included Lt. Gov.
Evelyn Gandy, 3; and Charles
Sullivan, John Arthur Eaves
and William Winter, one vote
each.

Highway Patrolman John
McCauley polled eight votes
among those seeking the
sheriff’s office. County
Coroner Mackey Gann polled
two votes and Sheriff Ralph
Martin and Phil Windham
polled a single vote each.

Among the tax assessor and
collector’s office candidates,
Danny Childers collected nine
votes. Chancery Clerk Gene
Gray polled three votes, while
present tax assessor and
collector Mrs. Sarah Smith
Cummings trailed with one
vote.

Among candidates for the
post of county superintendent
of education, David Bolen
polled eight votes while
present superintendent Lex
Cain had five votes.

(Continued on Page 2)

VSA Fest Slated

The Northeast Junior
College Campus in Booneville
will be the site for “A Very
Special Arts Festival” to be
held Friday, March 30, from 9
until 2:30. One of ten site
locations in the state, Nor-
theast will host represen-
tatives from fifteen counties in
the North Mississippi Regional
District. ‘

The festivals, initiated by the
National Committee, Arts for
the Handicapped in 1976, have
expanded from 27 to 75 sites
nationally. Designed as a
celebration of the skills and
abilities of handicapped
people, these festivals have
created a greater public
awareness of the need for

Students

Two Northeast Junior
College Students were
recognized by the College
Board this week in its fourth
annual Talent Roster of Out-
standing Community College
Graduates.

Designed (o promote
minority enrollment in four-
year colleges and universities,
the 1979 Talent Roster was sent
to admissions officers at all
accredited, four year colleges.
It lists the names, addresses,

quality arts programs for all

‘children, including those who

are disabled. The major pur-
pose is to demonstrate the
impact of arts in developing
artistic responsiveness and
increasing general learning
achievement among han-
dicapped students.

Tthe festival, which is non-
comnpetitive, provides an op-
porttunity for both elementary
andl secondary students to
display their talents to an
interrested audience. Although
no awards will be given,
repiresentative works in the
cateegories of drama, music,
danice, and art will be selected
to |be included in the State
Festival to be held in Jackson,

April 28.

In addition to Northeast
personnél, leaders of -civic
clubs, 4H clubs, county ex-
tension agencies, churches,
and other interested citizens
are donating their time and
efforts to this most worthwhile
project.

Barbers Milk Produects,
Pepsi Cola Bottling Company
and Coca Cola Bottling
Company are providing
refreshments for the occasion..

For further information
contact Mrs. Hilda L. Hill, Site
Coordinator on the Northeast
Junior College Campus or call

_ 728-T751, extension 309.

Are Honored

fields of study, and grade point
averages of students who
expect to complete the
associate degree during the
1978-79 academic year.
Selected from Northeast
wer-e sophomores Shelia Young
andl Jacqueline H. Embry. A
busiiness administration major
from Booneville, Shelia is the
dawghter of Mrs. Bessie
Youing.

Jacqueline, an art major
from Corinth, is an active

member of both the English
and Art clubs and is President
of the newly formed Afro-
American Cultural Society.
Married to Rev. Nolan Embry,
she is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jessie Hilliard.

Shelia and Jacqueline, who
were selected on the basis of
academic performance, future
potential, and financial need,
were chosen from nominations
submitted by 308 community
colleges from 35 states

Driver Found Dead Here

A Corinth truck driver was
found dead near his vehicle at
Northeast Mississippi Hospital
Monday night, and an autopsy
is planned to look into the
cause of his death, County
Coroner Macky Gann said
Tuesday.

Alex Dilworth, 53, of Meek
Avenue, was found dead about
7:30 p.m. He had apparently
backed his truck up to a
loading ramp at the hospital
shortly before his death, the
coroner said.

A coroner’s jury was con- _

vened at the scene, and the
autopsy was then requested.
The autopsy will establish an
official cause of death.
Tentative arrangements are
set for a funeral 1°p.m.

_Saturday at the East Fifth

(Continued on Page 2)

Tim Wade Takes

PRE-REIGSTRATION FOR FIRST grade for thie 1979-1980
school year will be held at Thrasher on Friday, April 6, from
¥:30 until 3. Plan to register all children who will be & years old
on or before October 1, 1980. Please bring a certified birth
certificate and the blue slip from the health department. First
graders will stay home on April 6.

A FELLOWSHIP SERVICE will be held at Lakewview Bible
Believing Church on Meadow Creek Road Sunday, April 1,
starting at 10 a.m. The Country Gospel Singers will be singing in
the morning. Pastor Bobby White will give a service at 11, and
Junch will follow. The Service Quartet will sing in the afternoon.
-» ifferent preachers will speak during the day.

THE WHEELER CHEERLEADERS will hold a bake sale .

Friday March 30, beginning at 3 p.m. at the People’s Bank in
Booneville. Orders for a particular cake may be called to 728
6705, 728-7007, 365-5347 or 365-2307.

EVERY RESIDENT OF Booneville will have an opportunity
during the next three weeks, April 1-15 to meet his ‘‘P'entecostal
:Neighbor.” Members of the Booneville Church of God will be
“ntacting residents by home visits, letters, telephone calls,
tracts and advertisements. The three-week contact -effort will
conclude on Easter when church attendance records are ex-

“pected to be broken, officials said.

THE MARIETTA HEADSTART Center will sponsor a
Womanless Beauty Review, cake walk and auction Friday
night, March 30, 1979. The fun begins at 7:00 p.m. with the cake
walk. The womanless beauty review will begin at 8:00 p.m.,
with the auction to follow, in the Marietta Elementary School
fiymnasium. Men of all ages are invited to participate.

THE CASEY CREEK Community has begun work on the
cemetery. All donations will be greatly appreciated.

TIERE WILL BE a business meeting of the Prentiss County
Mental Health Association April 2, at 7 pm at the Prentiss
County Health Department

Top Spelling Bee Honors

Seventh grader Tim Wade of
Hili’'s Chapel School correctly
spelled a pair of difficult words
Friday night to take top honors
in the Prentiss County Spelling
Bee.

Tim is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Hoyt Wade of Route 1,
Burnsville. Twenty-six
students took part in the
contest. :

He picked his way correctly
through ‘“‘bicentennial’’ --a
word which seated runnerup
Rosanne Dean of Anderson
Junior High School--and then

correctly spelled “ebony’’ to
win the contest.

The top four finishers in the
contest were 12-year old Tim,
13-year old Rosanne, 13-year
old Charla Huddleston of
Thrasher School and 13-year
old Ronny Ward of Marietta
School.

Tim is expected to take part
in the Mid-South Spelling Bee,
which will be held May 4 at 6: 30
p.m. at Tech High School in
Memphis, Tenn.

Participants in the county
spelling bee, included the

following Students.

Joey Hughes, Teresa Wingo,
Debra Reese, Jeff McGrew,
Cindy Worley, Jackie
Blassingame, Duane Snyder,
Kirk Cotham, Dale Wayne
Michael, and Cindy Scott.

Also, Joey Merrill, Tammie
Bridges, Kanda Smith, Kathie
Barger, Richard Shook,
Tammy McGaughy, Patilda
Cartwright, Jessica Goddard,
Greg Downs and Laura Horn.

Also, Julie Eaton and Vicky
Owens.

Spelling Bee winners and Supt. Lex Cain

Unemployment Hits 7.5 Percent Here

The rate of unemployment in
Prentiss County continued an
upward trend to reach 7.5
percent of the civilian labor
force. This represents the
highest figure of unem-
ployment since February 1978,
and compares to the state
jobless rate of 6.8 percent for
the same time period.
According to Charles Smith,
Corinth Area Manager of the

Mississippi State Employment
Service, that along with the
rise in unemployment, the
number of Prentiss County
residents employed rose ap-
proximately 100, causing an
overall increase of 260 in the
civilian labor force from the
January 1979 estimate. Sub-
stantial increases were also
noted in comparison to the
figures for the same period one

year ago.

Individuals employed in
manufacturing industries in
Prentiss County were
estimated to be 3,080, a slight
decrease from the January
estimate but somewhat over
the estimate of February 1978.
Nonmanufacturing  employ-
ment rose a minimal number
from last month and the
Pprevious year.

Smith continued that the
civilian labor force for the
four-county area of Alcorn,
Prentiss, Tippah, and
Tishomingo totaled 40,900 at
mid-February, up 470 from
January and 880 above the
estimate for February 1978.
This rise was the result of
increases in both employment
and unemployment.
Fmployment, estimated to he

37,350, increased some 220
from the last estimate and a
sulbstantial 710 from the
preivious year, while unem-
plo:yment stood at 3,550, a rise
froim last month and last year.
The rate of unemployment for
the: area was estimated to be
8.7 percent of the civilian labor
force at mid-February.
Manufacturing employment,
estimated to be 15,440, dipped

slightly below last month's
estimate but substantially
lower than the estimate for one

year ago.

Apparel and
Miscellaneous Manufacturing
industries contributed

primarily to this loss from one
year ago. Nonmanufacturing
employment at 15,060 also
dropped slightly from the
January estimate y






