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Local City, County Governments Combine
Efforts To Solve Pest Control Problems

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Booneville, Baldwyn and
Prentiss County will be taking
part in a rat control program
later this year built around the
premise that a propertly aimed
sweet tooth can result in-a dead
rat.

Contrary to what some wags
have said,

the November :

elections and the forthcoming
rat control program are not
one and the same event..

“The cost to the two com-
munities and the county will be
just over $2,000. It will cost
Booneville about $500, the
county will pay about $1300 and
Baldwyn will pay about $250,"
according to District
Sanitarian Grady Gene.

“It will be the first time
we've tried a county wide rat
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control program, and I think it
will be money well-spent,”’ he
said.

The Prentiss County Board
of Supervisors, and the
Booneville and Baldwyn Board
of Aldermen obvigusly agree,
All recently approved par-
ticipation in the program.

“According to state figures,
each rat destroys about $20
worth of food and material
annually. For Prentiss County,
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HOMINY GRITS- Esther and Weatherford Wren, along with their grandchildren Andy and Maike,
look over a potful of the hominy grits the Wrens prepared last week at the Gwendol Wren home on
Rt 5, Booneville. Bout half a bushel of cor, plenty of hickory ashes and water went into the black iron
pot and the mixture was allowed to cook down for the day. Once a frequent occurance, cooking
hominy from scratch has nearly died oyt in recent years. But. as photographer Hank Wiesner can

attest, the grits taste far better fresh out of a pot than they' din a can.

Road Work Bids Are Taken

The Booneville Board ' of
Aldermen Thursday morning
voted to take under ad-
visement three bids received
for road work on Third Street.
. The board took the bids

under advisement--which
means they will. make a
fecision on accepting one of
the bids at a future date-

because Mayor Charles Crabb
and City Attorney Gene Giffor:d
were not present at the
meeting. :
The three bids received were
from Strange Ditching Com-
pany in Booneville for $117,150,
Hayes Construction Company

of Tupelo for $126,909, and remaining

Kimes Construction Compamny

of Jackson with $141,006.

The Third Street im-
provements will cost about
$150,000, according to City
Engineer Don Eubank. About
80 per cent of that figure will
come from a federal grant,
while the city will put up the
$30,000
(Continued on Page 2)

Dr.White Named Alumni Officer

John R. White, a Baldwyn
doctor of optometry was
elected an officer in the alumni
association of the Southern
-f)pl]ege of Optometry at the
annual meeting in Atlanta on
March 4th. Dr. White earned
his doctor of optometry degree
there in 1960.

He is a member of the
Statewide Health Coor-
dinating 'Council and the City
Council in Baldwyn.

He was an official delegate two
the annual meeting of the
Southern Council of
Optometrists representing thee
Mississippi Optometric

Association. Dr. White is a
former trustee to the Council
and a past president of
Mississippi Optometric
Association.

Heis a member of the above
associations, the American
Optometric Association, the
Northern Optometric Society

with a population of about
20,000 people, that’s almost
$400,000 in damages annually,”
the sanitarian said.

“Additionally, rats spread
various diseases, including
typhus, bubonic plague,
trichinosis, rat bite fever, and
salmonella,” he added.

The rat control program is
built around setting out bags of
a combination of meal, sugar
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and poison. The bait will be set
out this fall, when cooler
weather will concentrate the
rats and define areas where
that poisen is needed, the
sanitarian said.

‘“Each bag will contain about
a half-pound of bait. It will be
made up of the meal, sugar and
an anti-coagulant poison which
will cause the rat to bleed to
death after eating it. One
pound of poison will be blended
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with a pound of sugar and 18
pounds of meal.

“We'lll try to set up an
assembly line of about 10
people to put the bait together,
and then have pick-up points
where people can get the bags
and set them out.

“By the time we’ve ready to
get underway this fall, we hope
the campaign can be carried
out in a six-county area
covering Marshall, Benton,
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Tippah, Tishomingo, Prentiss
and Alcorn counties,” he said.

‘“‘Until the rat control
program begins, there are
several things people can do.
They can keep tight covers on
garbage cans and avoid
dumping loose garbage, and
also insure that garbage is
picked up and buried or burned
promptly.

‘““Any openings around pipes
and wires :should be closed, any
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breaks in walls or windows

" should be fixed and the win-

dows should be covered with
wire mesh or sheet metal.

‘““Any hole big enough to get
your forefinger into is big
enough for a rate to get
through,” he said.

He urged anyone with
questions to contact him at the
Prentiss County Health
Department at 728-3518.
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Shop]ifting Is Expensive

Problem For Merchants

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Several city merchants,
upset over continuing
shoplifting losses that one store
manager said averages over
$200 daily in his store, think
shoplifters are getting away
with murder in Booneville.

The merchants are hoping
city officials will slap con-
victed shoplifters with stiffer
fines and jail sentences.

But the city court judge that
hears the misdemeanor
shoplifting cases termed
shoplifters “people who don’t
worry about the punishment
when they steal.”

Noting that city minimum
fines for shoplifting are now
three or four times the
minimum figure required by
law, he said early this week
that stiffer punishments are
not the answer.

Robert Pemberton, store

BALDWYN—An official in
. John Stennis' Washington,
.C., office has pledged to
work for acquisition of federal
unds to help finance a
municipal building, Mayor
M.B. Rowan said Monday.

“He said they would try to
gsearch it out, and that their
first contact would be the Law
Enforcement Assistance
Administration,”” Rowan said.
Rowan is hoping the Stennis
office can succeed where the
city has failed, because LEAA
officials said last fall their pool
of money earmarked for
construction assistance was
depleted.

The Stennis contact is the
latest in a series of efforts by
the city to come up with grants
o defray at least $75,000 of the
,000 cost. City officials feel
he town must trim its con-
struction debt to $225,000,
which it could borrow at a 5
percent interest from the
Farmers Home
Administration.

In addition to the Stennis
office, LEAA and FmHA,
Rowan has sought help from
Appalachian Regional Com-
mission and the Lee County
Board of Supervisors.

Rowan, seemingly
disgruntled with the Lee
County Supervisors, presented
his request March 5 but has not
heard from them, except
through a newspaper account
which reported the county
attorney does not think the
supervisors have the authority

Baldwyn Hopes For
New City Hall

to levy county taxes to fund a
municipal project.

But Rowan cited the Prentiss
County Supervisors levying

taxes to raise $75,000 for the|

new library in Baldwyn, a city
geographically halved by the
two counties. “We just can't
seem to get the same kind of
relationship with Lee County
as we do with Prentiss,” he]
said.

However, Lee County
Attorney W.P, Mitchell said
Monday laws applying to the
financing of the construction of
public buildings vary with the
type of building. As long as a
project, no matter how worthy,
serves onlv a municipality the
supervisors do not have
authority to levy county taxes
to help fund it, he said. 3

But Rowan contended the
7,000 sq. ft. structure will be
located on the Lee County side
of town, the corner of South
Second and Water streets, and
will house a fire department
that already serves a sub-
stantial Lee County area free
of charge.

“It would benefit the county
in a number of ways,” Rowan
said. The health department,
Social Security Administration
and the county tax assessor
will have the opportunity to
use the building, he said.

The new building will con-
solidate the gas and water
department and mayor’s office
which are now in the Prentiss
County Electric Power

{Continued on Page 2)

Farmers Profit From Storage Plan

%‘armers such as Ronnie
Breedlove of Route 5,
Booneville, Mississippi, are
realizing a profit of $1.00 per
bushel or more from storing
their soybeans during the
hearvest season and selling at
present prices. Following this
type of program farmers have
. realized a substantial increase

i their income from soybeans

practically every year during
the past twenty years. Mr.
Breedlove assumed the
operation of a 402 acre farming
operation in 1977. One of the
first management problems

that he recognized was the
need to erect on farm storage:
to handle his soybeam
production. Mr. Breedlove:
erected two 3,761 bushel graim
bins and secured the necessarys
equipment for loading and
unloading the bins. The bins
and equipment were eligible:
for a loan through Commodity
Credit Corporation at an in-
terest rate of seven percent.
The repayment of this loan can
be over a period of five to eight
years. These loans as well as
commodity loans are made
available through the Prentiss

County ASC Committee,

Mr. Breedlove stated that
the additional profit from
selling his beans in the spring
over what he would have
received in thefall, would in all
probability represent the
primary profit from his 1978
‘crop. He also said this was not
the only reason he erected on
farm storage. His other
reasons were the ease of
unloading in that he did not
have to wait in line for long
periods of time to unload his
trucks, as he would have to do
if he placed his beans on the

market during the peak har-
vest season. This eliminates
the need for some of the
vehicles he formally used.
Another reason given was that
often times during the peak
harvest season elevators have
been filled and there was
simply no place to unload
beans, however, with on farm
storage the farmer has no
problem.

Mr. Breedlove pointed out
that he placed his beans under
loan at $4.53 per bushel with
the County ASCS office. He has
the option of selling all or part

of the beans under loan at any
time that he desires before the
loan is repaid by notifying the
county office so that a release
can be prepared. The buyer of
the beans then repays the loan
to the coeunty office plus in-
terest and writes a seperate
draft to Mr. Breedlove for his
equity in the beans.

Mr. Breedlove is married to
the former Elaine Rutherford,
Booneville, Ms. He is the father
of two children, Wendy and
Jennifer, ages three and one.

Candlers Chapel

manager for Wal-Mart, said
Monday that most of the city
merchants would like to see
shoplifters receive stiffer
sentences than the city is now
handing out.

“I think they’re too easy on
shoplifters. Maybe they feel
sorry for them. But I don’t
think people realize the extent
of our losses. We catch about
eight shoplifters per month in
our store,

‘“The average Wal-Mart

store loses about $265 per day
in merchandise. I Kknow
another store here in town that
loses abowit $50 per day in
merchandisse to shoplifters,”
Pemberton said. That sort of
loss just raises prices paid by
customers, merchants agree.

“Right now, when we catch a
shoplifter, ithey can just post
bond, and iff they don't show up
for court thee bond is forfeited.
No other action is taken. g

“Sometimes the fine isn't

even as much as what a person
tried to steal. We caught a
person stealing a $129 tape
player, and his fine was $100.

“I think we should raise the
fine to two or three hundred
dollars and several days in
jail,” he said.

“We caught a couple last
year that had taken over a
thousand dollars in mer-
chandise from our store. We

charged them with grand

(Continued on Page 2)

McDonald’s To Open Here Soon

The golden Arches of
McDonald’s Restaurant will
soon be seen in Booneville,
thanksto a Corinth businessman
and his wife who are opening a
new restaurant there.

Ed Weeks and his wife,
Carmella, owners and
operators of Corinth's
McDonald’'s restaurant, said
this week that construction has
already started on the

Booneville llocauon.

The 122 sieat restaurant will
feature the: latest restaurant
design and equipment.
Offering a drive through
window foir customer con-
venience, there will also be a
special section inside the
restaurant teo accomodate
birthday parties and other
larger groups wanting to eat at
the restaurant.

“We believe it will be a very

that offers comfort and con-
venience to McDonalds
customers,” he said.

The new McDonalds will be
located on Highway 45 N in
Booneville.

The Weeks first opened
McDonalds in Corinth on Feb.
10, 1976. ;

(Continued on Page 2)

Parking Limit To Be Enforced

Booneville Police Chief W, W.
Stacy said Tuesday morning
that, at the request of the
Booneville Merchants Assn.,

city police will begin enforcing
a two hour time limit on
parking spaces on April 1.

.

“We will have a meter maid
working in the downtown area
and we will sitrictly enforce the

two hour tilme limit. In ad-
dition, we wiill also be ticketing
anyone fowuwnd parking in
alleys,” the chief said.

He added that a police officer

would also patrol the area on

foot, checking the alleys for
illegally parked vehicles.

He said that the parking -

citations would cost motorists
$2, but if they were not paid the
fine would rise to $5 plus costs.

-attractively designed building

EASY RIDER—Melody Strange of Booneville l‘_efaxel here on a motorcycle just before an af-
They are Baptists and attend ternoon ride in the warm sun. More pictures of Melody, along with a special photo feature on
“Wheels,” appears in section A of today's papier. (Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)






