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' SPRINGTIME IS HERE—Jeff Ashcraft of Booneviille « topus
Kite here last Sunday afternoon. For a Sprisgtine phoiorial turn to section A of today’s paper. (Staff

[Photo by Lee Gentry.)
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irts Spring off right by flying his octopus

"Pistol Shooting Honors
Go To Area Patrolman

Pistol match enthusiasts will
be interested in knowing that a
Mississippi Highway
Patrolman of Dist. 4 which

includes Prentiss County
competed in the famous
Pompano Beach, Fla.,

National Rifle Association
sanctioned matches and came
home with the grand prize, a
1979 Ford Pinto.

Mitchell McNeece of Man-
tachie in Itawamba County, an
11-year veteran with the
Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol, took the individual high
category in the Pompano
match which is considered the
“Super Bowl’ of pistol com-
‘petition. '

Officer McNeece paid his
own way and went to win--so
much so that he took his wife so
she could drive the car home.

Giving a car for the grand
prize in the Pompano Beach
Faternal Order of Police
sponsored matches was
established three years ago by

seven automobile dealers in
the City's metropolitan area.

The competition was heavy
with approximately 250 en-
trants representing law en-
forcement agencies from 25

states. When the individual
scores wer talliedl, McNeece
had tied with a Secret Service
Agent, Craig Lazarro. Their

scores were 1492 of a possible
1500, but the final decision was

made when the score officials
counted the Xs. MeNeece had
116 and Lazarro had shot 109.

Although this is the biggest
match (and prize) that
McNeece has earned, he has
won severa! individual first
place matches including the
1978 Mississippi-Tennessee
Peace Officers’ Association
match in Ringsport, Tenn. He
is a member of the Mississippi
Highway Safety Patrol’s Pistol
Team, and was one of the four-
man team that earned second
place in the Natiomal matches
last year

By

' Adrian Smith

McNeece's pistol shooting
days did not begin until he was
a recruit at the Mississippi
Law Enforcement Officers’
Training Academy in 1968. He
had never even shot a hand
gun, but had been hunting with
rifles and shotguns since he
was a youngster. Atthe time he
went through the Academy, he
was the only cadet to achieve a
perfect score during the 13
weeks of training. He
automatically won a place on
the pistol team and competed
in statewide and regional NRA
competition from 1968 until
1970.

Shooting a gun is not the only
area that the multi-talented
McNeece demonstrates
proficiency. He is an untrained
accomplished musician with a
great command of playing the
piano, organ, trumpet, banjo,
and for more than a year,
played the bull bass with a
group known as the “Sand

(Continued on Page 2)

Poll Response Is Small,

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Less than one per cent of the
people in Prentiss County have
responded to a questionaire
published recently to deter-
mine county residents’
opinions toward school con-
solidation.

An overwhelming majority
of those who did respond
favored consolidating some or
all of the county’s five high
schools, according to poll
results.

Only 159 persons responded
to the questionaire, which was
published recently in twe
Prentiss County newspapers.

Of those who responded, 122
said they favored consolidation
of the schools in the near
future, while 37 were against
the idea.

Of those who favored con-
solidation, 50 favored two or
more high schools with one of
them in Booneville. Another 49
favored a single high school in
Booneville, according to the
questionaire results. Another
23 persons favored con-
solidation but did not say how
many schools they wanted. /

Of the people who favored
consolidation, all but two said
they would support a bond
issue to that effect.

The board is also reviewing

$240,000 Bond

Issuels OK’ed

The Booneville Board of
Aldermen Monday afternoon
voted 30 to issue $240,000 in
city bonds to finance proposed
tree} improvements as wel as
2y lor road imprevements
that were done last year.

The. éhoney raised fronm sale

of the general obligation bongs .

will be used in several areas.
Part of it will be used as
matching money for a federal
grant to improve Third Street.

The balance will be used to
help pay for a major road
renovation project carried out
in the city last year as well as
paying for future road im-
provements, according to
Mayor Charles Crabb and City
Attorney Gene Gifford, Jr.

The Third Street im-
provements will cost about
$150,000, according to City
Engineer Don Eubank. About
80 per cent of that figure will
come from a federal grant,

‘runing

while the city will put up the
remaining $30,000,, He said.
Bids for that work were to be
opened Thursday. The work
calls for grading, draining and
putting in concrete curbs,
sidewalks and gutters along a
.254 mi. section of Third Street

béundary of Washington Street
to Kellwood Drive. The road
will also be repaved and
widened to28 feet, the engineer
added.

Project length will be about
100 days, with an estimated
starting time of May, he said.

The remaining money will
help apy for the nearly 20 miles
of city streets that were
repaved during last year's
major street improvement
project.

That project, coupled with
forthcoming road im-
provements, will help move
Booneville toward the goal of
having every dedicated street
in the city resurfaced, Mayor
Crabb said.

Agriculture Day Set

Monday, March 19 will be the farmers’ day to stand up and be
counted as Agriculture Day in Prentiss County and across the
rest of America singals the start of another spring and another

farm year.

Agriculture Day will honor one of America’s most important
industries—the farm—and give us all a chance to say ‘‘thanks”
the farmers of our nation for full stomachs and the good life.

Just about everything we need to live and eat starts on the
farm. The large and small farms that do this area and the rest of
the county help feed and clothe an entire nation, create jobs and
provide a vital link in the U.S. economy.

For a look at the individuals and industries that are saying
thanks to the farmer for his efforts, look inside this issue of the

Banner-Independent.

from "the /north

three petitions and a written
request from various sections
of the county asking that
schools be kept in those areas.

About 1,200 people in Hills
Chapel, Marietta and New Site
signed one of the petitions
seeking to have the Prentiss
County Board of Education
place a new high school in the
eastern section of the county,
not less than five miles from
Booneville.

A petition received from
Jumpertown containing about
437 names asked that Jum-
pertown be allowed to keep
their high school. That petition
also contained ‘an alternate
proposal that the county be

GETTI
County Neighborhood Service Center- in the county courthouse Monday morning for help in paying
their energy bills. The program to heilp the needy pay their energy-related bills is funded by a $1952
federal grant. Those who think they qualify for the program should see Mrs. Tapp at the courthouse
or call 7288141 by Thursday, March 15. (Photo by Hank Wiesner.)

By City, County

zoned into three sections, with
a hiigh school in Booneville, a
high school in the eastern
section and a high school in the
western section.

About 135 people signed a
petition from Wheeler
requesting a three high school
sysitem-keeping high schools
at Booneville, Thrasher and at
Wheeeler.

Nio petition was received
froom Thrasher, but that
schiool’s principal, Harrell
Padgett, and the local school
board members submitted a
wriitten request asking the
county school board to keep
Thrasher high school open.

County Superintendent of

Most Favor Consolidation

Education Lex Cain said that
the school board would study
the questionaire replies and
the petitions before taking any
action.

Controversy over con-
solidation has been underway
in Prentiss County for several
years. It began when a
previous school board-not the
present one--passed a long
range educational plan calling
for consolidation = of the
county’s five high schools into
one school in Booneville.

Under that plan, high schools
in Jumpertown, New Site,
Thrasher ahd Wheeler would
become elementary  at-

(Continued on Page 2)

.HELP—Mrs. Lana Tapp assists one of the many people who came to the Prentiss

Revenue Sharing Backed

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Both the Booneville Board of
Aldermen and the Prentiss
County Board of Supervisors
have sent resolutions of sup-
port for revenue sharings
funds to Washington, D.C,,
where federal legislators are
considering trimming or
cutting out those funds to
obtain a balanced federal
budget.

At stake for this area is about
$420,000. That’s how much
revenue sharing funds came
back to Prentiss County and
Booneville last year, according
to city and county figures.

Adrian Smith Selected
As Top Northeast Alumnus

The Northeast Mississippi
Junior  College Alumni
Association has selected as the
Alumnus of the Year for 1979
Adrian Smith. He will be
honored at spring alumni
activities on the Northeast
campus on Saturday, April7. A
formal presentation of the
award will be made at the
dinner to be held at 5:30 p.m. in
Frank Haney Union.

Adrian Smith attended
Northeast Junior College in
195456 during which time he
compiled an outstanding
record as a member of the
Tiger basketball team. He was

imed to the All-State
basketball team in 1954-55 and
in 1955-56. While gaining honor
and fame on the basketball
court. he also maintained a

high scholastic record and was
named to the Dean’s List.

After leaving Northeast, he
received his Bachelor of
Science Degree from the
University of Kentucky. In 1958
he was a member of the
University of Kentucky
N.C.A.A. Championship
basketball team.

Smith was named a National
A.AU. All-American in 1959
and was a member of the
United States Pan American
Basketball Team (Gold Medal
Winner). In 1960 he was a
member of the United States
Olympic basketball team,
Rome, Italy, (Gold Medal
Winner).

Next came ten years as a
professional basketball player
with the National Basketball

Association. He played eight
years with the Cincinnati
Royals and two years with the
San Francisco Warriors. In
1966 he was a member of the
East N.B.A. All-Star Team and
was voted Most Valuable
Player in the East-West N.B.A.
All-Star Game.

Smith was one of eight
players from the N.B.A. to tour
South America in 1967 playing
and teaching basketball during
the summer.

The Alumni Associaton feels
that Smith has brought honor
and national recognition to
Northeast Junior College.
From the time that he became
the first junior college transfer
signed by the University of
Kentucky through his
professional basketball career,

he has been an outstanding
alumni of the Junior College.

Smith is married and is now
engaged in the banking
profession in Cincinnati, Ohio.
He is Assistant Vice President
in the National Division of the
Central Trust Bank.

Another activity in which he
takes great pride is his in-
volvement in the Adrian Smith
Basketball League sponsored
by the Baptist Church. This
program, designed to help the
disadvantaged youth of Cin-
cinnati, has proved -very
successful not only in offering
athletic opportunities for the
young people but in assisting
them with a college education
or in seeking gainful em-
ployment.

Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb said early this week that
the approximately $120,000 the
city received from revenue
sharing last year would be
“hard to replace.”

W.V. Horn, president of the
Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors, was more
pessimistic about the situation.
“If we lost revenue sharing
funds, this county would about
have to shut up shop,” he said
Monday.

Mayor Crabb said the city’s
revenue sharing funds were
“used in all phases of city
government, but were mostly
used for road and street im-
provements.

““If we lost those funds, they
would be difficult to replace,
but any time you lose money
out of a city budget it's hard to
replace.

“Any reduction in funds
would have to be replaced by
either a reduction in city
services or a raise in taxes,”

he said.
President Horn outlined the
county’'s dependence on

revenue sharing funds by
saying that better than half the

county’s budget would be lost if
they were eliminated.

“The county receives about
$75,000 per quarter in revenue
sharing funds, which is an
annual total of about $300,000.
Each of the five districts
receives about $60,000 annually
in those funds. Most of that
money goes for road main-
tenance, and if we lost it we'd
be in a lot of trouble,” he said.

The president said that each
district has a budget of about
$145,000 annually. More than
half that budget would be
wiped out if revenue sharing
funds were cut out.

‘“Each district has about 150
miles of roads to look after. It’s
hard enough taking care of
those roads on the present
budget, but there’s no way we
could do it if those funds were
cut out,” he said.

Road maintenance includes
the equipment, materials and
labor needed to keep up the
county roads as well as related
expenses such as clearing,
draining and culverting and
grubbing roads where
necessary, he said.

(Continued on Page 2)

Wrecks Kill One,

Injure Several

Joe Jackson, 12, of Route 3,
Riienzi, was killed Tuesday
when a car driven by his
briother, Monty Jackson, 16,
was struck by a tractor-trailer
rig while turning onto Lake
Mohawk Road from
Miississippi 4.

'The tractor-trailer rig,
driven by Joey L. Darractt, 22,
of Red Bay, Ala., was traveling
east on Mississippi 4 and
stiruck the westbound 1967 Ford
pickup as it turned left,

authorities said.

Monty Jackson and his
sister, Wendy Jackson, 10, and
Bryan Mann, 14, passengers in
the pickup, underwent surgery
Tuesday night at North
Mississippi Medical Center,
hospital officials said.

The accident is under in-
vestigation.

Services will be held today at
1:00 p.m. at the Jumpertown
Methodist Church with burial

(Continued on Page 2)






