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By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Prentiss County Board
of Supervisors and regional
health officials have issued a
request that county residents
dump their trash in, not just
near, the county’s 180 metal
trash boxes, and help eliminate
potential breeding grounds for
rats and disease-bearing
mosquitoes.

County officials also
requested that non-
compressible objects now
being left in the dump boxes be
*  taken directly to the county

landfill south of Booneville.

Booneville, Mississippi

“With the start of spring,
we're urging people to dump
their trash into the dumpsters.
We've noticed many cases
where trash is being deposited
near the trash cans, but not in
them. That sort of loose trash
can draw rats and diease-
bearing mosquitoes,”” regional
sanitarian Jesse K. Shields
said early this week.

“When the garbage is
deposited outside the cans it
doesn’t get picked up with the
trash can. It remains on the
ground, and can provide food
and breeding grounds for

pests.
“When the trasi is put in_
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cans, the cans are picked up by
the county three times each
week and that breaks up the
breeding cycle,” he said.

“The biggest problem with
mosquitoes is the danger of
encephalitis. The disease is
carried by birds, and
mosquitoes bite the infected
bird and then transmits the
disease by biting a human.

“Rats are a problem not so
much in terms of the diseases
they carry but in the food they
destroy or contaminate,” he
added.

The sanitarian said he isn't
sure why people bring the
trash so near to the dumpsters,

Volume 82

Le

COWBOY CHEERLEADEKS visia ancA—Sports Editor Lee Gentry welcomes two of Tue
Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders here with open arms. The two made a visit to Tupelo last Saturday and

- appeared at Dan’s Sporting Center to sign autograiphs for their fans. Lee tried to recruit the two to
come to one of the local schools here and contractt negotiations are still underway. Additional pic-
tures of the Dallas Duo appears in today’s sportts section.

$116,000 Is Sought
In Pair Of Civil Suits

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Two unrelated civil suits
seeking a total of $116,000 have
been filed recently in Prentiss
County Circuit Court, ac-
cording to court records.

One suit seeking $90,000 in
damages was filed in con-
nection with an October, 1978
traffic wreck in Booneville that
injured one man.

The second suit, seeking
$26,284, was filed in connection
with a December, 1977 incident
that saw a child injured in
connection with a drag race,
according to records.

The suit involving the car
crash was filed by Jesse D.

Cole entered the intersection
but was struck in it by a 1976
Ford driven by Riggle, which
was southbound on U.S. 45,
according to the suit.

The suit contends that
Riggle’s vehicle was speeding,
out of control and ran a red
light when it struck the other
car.

The suit alleges that the
crash caused injuries to Cole’s
neck and back, reactivated a
heart condition, caused a brain
concussion, and caused him to
contract arthritis.

The suit also contends that
his injuries are permanent and
that he is permanently

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

-Work is expected to begin
as soon as weather conditions
ermit” on construction of a
.2 mile access road into the
‘harles M. Gordon Industrial
‘ark in Baldwyn, officials of
1at city and Prentiss County
1id Monday.

The project is expected to
ke over 100 working days to
mmplete and will cost about

than half the cost of the project
will be covered by an
Appalachia Regional Com-
mission grant, with Baldwyn
and Prentiss County funds
making up the balance.

The road building project,
coupled with plans now un-
derway to install water and
sewage lines in the park, will
make the 55 acre park far more
appealing to industries looking
to locate in the area, Bal

55,000, officials said. More

Mayor M.B. Rowan said.

The road will run west from
the Illinois Central Gulf
Railroad to the Baldwyn-
Ripley Road, according to
Charles Spearman, executive
director for the northeast
Mississippi Planning and
Development District.

The ARC grant will be for
$248,000. The remaining
$106,000 of the cost of the
project will be funded equally
by thé city and county.

Baﬂiwyn's $53,250 will come
from' town sales taxes and
revenue sharing funds while
the county’s portion will come
from state aid road funds,
according to the mayor and
county supervisors J.P. Davis
and Mrs. Edna Pharr. Davis is
supervisor for Dist. 3 while
Mrs. Pharr is Dist. 4 super-
visor.

Mayor Rowan said that the
project will be composed of a
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buit then refuse to put it in.
“IPerhaps the dumpsters are
full, or perhaps they driveup in
cars or trucks and just don’t
want to get out and walk the
laist few feet with their trash,”
hee said.

The supervisors and the
sanitarian are also requesting
that bulky items such as
couches or appliances be
carried to the landfill instead
off being left at the trash boxes

for pickup.
The bulky items may
damage the compressor

eqquipment the trucks use when
tthey compact trash collected
frrom each box.

road now in existence, while
about a mile of new hard
surface road will be built and
connect to it. The existing
section of -~ad will be re-
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I Trash Plea: ‘Put In, Not Near’

“The county has an excellant
landfill which has been in
operation just over a year. It
replaced the town dumps
which Booneville and Baldwyn
has used before.

But we think a lot of people
may not know where it is. It's
located south of Booneville just
off the Meadow Creek Road.
And when we met with the
Board of Supervisors recently,
they. agreed to put up signs
directing people to it,”" the
sanitarian said.

He reminded that those who
deposit trash outside the boxes
may be violatipg local
litter laws
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lolacktopped, and the entire
road will meet federal
sipecifications, the mayor
ssaid.

The new road will serve_

Baldwyn Industrial Park Road
Construction To Start Soon

almost all the major industries
in Baldwyn. Blue Bell, the
presently-closed Sands Mig. Co
and Sophisti-Caire plants will
(Continued on Page 2)

NEW ROAD—Baldwyn Mayor M.B. Rowan, aldermen, Harold Dobbs and Wayne Griffin, Prentiss
County supervisors J.P. Davis and Mrs. Edna Pharr, northeast Miss. ARC director Buster Windle,
and Northeast Miss. Planning andl Development Distsrict executive director Charles Spearman all

__one-fifth mile of hardsurface  look over the site of the Baldwyn Industrial Park planned access road. (Photo by Hank Wiesner)

disabled. He seeks com-
pensatory and punitive
damages, according to the suit,
The suit involving the minor
child centers around an in-
cident near Wheeler school
that resulted in the child’s arm
being broken, according to
courthouse records.
According to the suit, which
was filed by Virginia Hall for
her minor child Johnny Hall,
the younger Hall's arm was
broken after teacher Terry
Frasier attempted to stop
several boys from drag racing.
The suit contends that
Frasier, who lives in a house
(Contnued on Page 2)

ABC Charges Filed

Frny

Cole against Leonard F.
Riggle.

Cole, a Prentiss County
resident, filed the suit against

Two Route 3, Booneville men

Hurt paid a $153 fine in

TORNADO—Robert Ponds of the Jackson office of the National Weather Bureéu spoke Ito

members of the Prentiss County Amateur Radio Club Monday night on weather spotting. The

program of weather spotting will involve members of the club working with county civil defense
officials. The club members will observe tornadoes that come into this county and report their

the Bluffton, Ohio man after
their cars collided at the in-
tersection of Washington
Street and U.S. 45 in
Booneville.

According to the suit, Cole
was east bound in a 1976
Chevrolet on Washington
Street and stopped for the
traffic light at the intersection.

When the light turned green,

were charged with possession
of beer and whiskey and sale of
whiskey following a raid by
ABC agents Friday afternoon,
according to court records.

Louie Eaton and William
Hurt were charged. Officers
confiscated 40 cases of beer
and a quantity of whiskey from
Eaton and 10 cases of beer
from Hurt, :according to
records.

connection with the charges
and was released while Eaton
was expected to pay a fine in
connection with his charges
this week, according to Dist. 2
Justice Court Judge W.T.
Cook, who issued the search
warrants used by .the raiding
officers, :
The ABC officers were led by
Keith Roberts, a captain with

. the ABC commission.

findings back to civil defense officials, who can then use the observations to take appropriate action.

{Photo by Hank Wiesner)

Energy Bill Help Is Offered

energy and other utility related
bills.

The Prentiss County Neigh-
borhood Service Center is now
open in the Prentiss County
Courthouse to assist poor
people with the payment of

is located in the upstairs of the
courthouse, is Mrs. Lana Tapp.

Director of the office, which

The office is a part of the
Northeast Miss.
Action

executive director is Paul W.
(Continued on Page 2)

Aldermen Approve
RatControl Program

The Booneville Board ot
Aldermen Tuesday night
decided the city will take part
iin a proposed county-wide rat
wcontrol program. Later in the
imeeting the board informally
lbacked Mayor Charles Crabb’s
wdecision banning any group
ifrom soliciting funds on city
'streets and property.

The board of aldermen
approved spending $500 for rat
control measures as part of a
forthcoming county-wide effort
to poison as many of the
creatures as possible.

The program, whose starting
date has not been set yet, will
be carried out by the Prentiss
County Health Department.
Poison will be mixed with meal
and bagged, and the bags will
be distributed to people to set
out, Mayor Crabb said.

Later in the evening, the
board passed an amendment to
the city ordinance concerning
solicitation for funds on city
property and streets by
various groups.

Under the amendment, the
Booneville Ministerial Ass.
would be contacted by city
officials if any question arose
about a religious group’s
legitimacy. The association
would be asked for a decision,
and given time to gather in-
formation about the group if
necessary.

After passing the amend-
ment to the 1977 city ordinance,
the board informally supported
Mayor Crabb’s ban against
allowing any group to solicit
funds on city streets or land.

The mayor said he had been
approached by several groups
seeking to solicit, and had
developed a uniform policy of
not allowing any group to
solicit. -

“I feel strongly about not
letting any group solicit for
money in the city. You have a
situation which is detrimental
to life and property when these
people are in the streets,
because they can be en-

(Continued on Page 2) :

Tax Assessor: Re-appraisal Would Bring Tax Hike

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Prentiss County Tax Collector and
Assessor Sarah Smith Cummings
told a meeting of the Booneville
Rotary Club Tuesday that court-
ordered land reappraisal could
mean a substantial tax increase
here.

Her comments came in the wake
of a recent court decision requiring
that all land be appraised at 100 per
cent of market value for tax pur-
poses--or a percentage of that value
agreed on by the State Legislature.

““There has never been a reap-
praisal in this state’s history that
didn’t result in a tax increase,’’ she
told the Rotarians. :

She said the tax increase would be
duo to the mechanics of reappraisal.
If all land was assessed at the 100
per cent figure, the amount of mills
lewied by the county would have to
be: reduced sharply to keep taxes at
their present levels. And when that
cutback came, “some areas in the
county budget would suffer as a
result of the millage cutback.

“‘We might have the same money
afiter reappraisal as we had before
buit the money wouldn't be in the

same funds,” she said. To keep some
of the smaller funds at the same
levels would require more total mills
in the budget, hence a tax increase,
she said.

She said that any substantial
reassessment would bring a tax
increase. She cited an example of a
home valued at $50,000. Under the
county’s 88 mill tax structure, under
100 per cent appraisal guidelines a
homeowner would pay $4,400 in
taxes annually. - o

‘‘Various  plans ‘- are being
discussed in Jackson that would
vary the amount of re-appraisal. But
under the plans discussed, your

taxes would range from a low of $700
annually on that home to the $4,400
figure,” she said.

“Presently under consideration in
the Legislature—it has been passed
by the House--is a classification plan
that would set home assessments at
10 per cent of fair market value,
farmland and railroads at 20 per
cent and all other things including
utilities at 30 per cent.

“But we are operating in the
county under a system similar to
that now, and it will not stand up in
court,” she continued. The court has
held that all land in the state must be

assessed equally at a fair market
value,” she conttinued.

“I think the llegislators included
the railroads im the 20 per cent
category knowinig some of the other
utilities which are now paying more
would complain about that low
assessment.

“That might stall the bill until
after election time this fall, and
after the elections they could come
back and pass a uniform 30 per cent
assessment bill,"”’ she said.

She said that reappraisal would
require an reassessment of all
county property at present fair
market values. !She said she would

do all she could to avoid such a
reappraisal, and said she would not
accept any appraisals done by out-
of-county organizations.

“] favor lower assessments, and 1

don’t think there’s anything wrong
with them. I don't want to see
assessments raised to 100 per cent
because we just can't afford them," .
she said.
“I've put property on the tax books - -
as equally as I know how. Some
assessments may be lower than -
others, but we have accepted the
word of previous assessors about
values, and those figures haven't
been updated.”’






