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all tournament action is now in the final stages

and the Spring football season has just begun. Boomeville High School opened their 1979 spring
campaign recently and are preparing for the first Annmal Football Jamboree to be held March 8. For
complete look at both State Tournament action and !Spring football outlook, turned to pages 18-19,

(Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)

Robbery Brings
Fatal Shooting

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

A Route 3, Booneville man
was shot twice Saturday night,
before his wife’s eyes during a
robbery at the couple’s home
and died Tuesday morning of

“his injuries. The three men

involved in the robbery
escaped with about $5,000,
according to the Tippah County
Sheriff’s Department.

Officers said that Oliver
James Brady, who operates a
Baldwyn store, and his wife
Faye returned home about 11
or 11:30 Saturday night. Two
men were in their home.

Mrs. Brady entered the
house, not knowing anyone was
in it, and was grabbed by one of
the two men. Two shots from a
22 rifle were then fired
through a glass door striking
Brady, who was still outside,
according to Tippah Deputy

. Ripley hospital

Sheriff William Vic:k.

Brady was struck in the left
arm and the right ‘side.

The two men piclked up two
bags of money thait had been
dropped by the ctouple con-
taining about $5,000).

The two men then released
Mrs, Brady unhurt and got into
a car that was driven up during
the robbery and left.. The car
was last seen headled east on

 Highway 4 toward Prentiss

County, the deputy said.

Brady was carriied to the
iand later
transferred to a Memphis
hospital where he died at about

6:30 Tuesday morning, ac-
cording to the deputy.
The case is being in-

vestigated by the Tippah and
Prentiss sheriff’s departments
and the Highway Patrol. No
arrests had been made as of
Wednesday morning.

Kelton Announces

William Kelton has
authorized this newspaper to
announce that he has qualified
for election to the post of
constable in Dist. 1.

He is a lifelong resident of
Booneville, and now lives at
1300 College St. He is married
to the former Lois Wright, and
they have three children who
are all married.

“I am running for this office
on a platform that includes
being fair to everyone and
freating everyone the way I
would want to be treated,”
Kelton said.

“I will promise to do the best
that I canif I am elected to this
position,”’ he added.
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A 6.5 percent jump in electric
rates was approved by Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
directors Monday at a meeting
in Knoxville, Tenn.,

The rate hike will bring TVA
an extra $100 million in
revenue this fiscal year and
boost most home bills $2.04 to
about $33 per 1,000 kilowatt-
hours, still some 25 percent
below the national average.

Industrial and commercial
power subscribers in the
seven-state TVA area will feel
roughly the same increase as
homeowners.

TVA Chairman David
Freeman and Director
Richard Freeman approved
the rate change-the first since

DESTROYED—The Dennis McCoy house on the Blackland
Road was destroyed by fire earlier this month. Men and equip-
ment from Booneville, Wheeler and Jumpertown responded to the

blaze, whose cause remains unknown. Units responded to the call

Caveness Acquitted Of Bank Fraud

OXFORD—A federal court
jury Tuesday found former
First Mississippi Bank of
Commerce president Eddie W.
Caveness Jr. innocent of
charges that he conspired to
defraud FMBC of nearly $1
million from 1974-78 through
dealings with a Booneville
chair manufacturer.

The jury of nine women and
three mern returned the verdict
to U.S. District Judge William
Keady after more than four
hours of deliberation. The trial
began Feb. 15 in Oxford.

Caveness, in a 20-count
federal indictment returned
last September, was accused
along with former FMBC
director Jack M. Dubard and
Booneville factory owner M.M.
Bartlett of conspiring to
misapply the bank's funds,

Songwriter Waits, Hopes...

By DON CUNNINGHAM
Associate Editor

Nina Taylor keeps waiting
for the phone to ring.

We've all experienced that
feeling, but Nina’s situation is
a little more tense.

Because when she answers
the phone, the voice on the
other end might belong to
Reggie Churchwell, producer
of ““Lucy Comes to Nashville”
and discoverer of unknowns
who hope to become knowns.
Or it might be a guy named
Peter Asher, probably better
known as the producer of Linda
Ronstadt's last five platinum
albums and--more im-
portantly--the person who has
final sav-so on every song
Ronstadt cuts. And it could be—-
keep everything crossed!--
Glen Campbell, informing

converting the funds to their
own use and attempting to hide
the alleged scheme from bank
examiners through false en-
tries in FMBC’s records.

The government charged
that Caveness helped carry out
the alleged fraud by causing
checks to be issued on the
overdrawn FMBC accounts of
Bartlett’'s factories, E-Z
Lounger Inc. and True Frames
Inc., and of E-Z Lounger
Services, a factoring firm in
which Caveness, Dubard,
Bartlett and State Bank
Comptroller Jimmy Means
were partners.

He attempted to conceal the
transactions from federal and
state bank examiners by
arranging for the proceeds of
third-party loans to be
deposited to the accounts after

Nina that a little number he's
heard called ‘Arizona Sun-
shine, California Rain! would
be just perfect for his next
record.

By now you get the picture.
Nina Taylor is a songwriter
who's just on the verge of
successfully “pitching” that
first big hit--the one that'll
open doors, arms and hearts to:
her progressive country music.

Nina’s pretty cool about the
whole thing, considering. After
all, she's been writing songs
and poetry since she was knee
high to a Fender guitar, and
she knows only too well that
success doesn't come that
easily--if it comes at all--in the
music business.

“I wrote poetry—if you could
call it poetry-from the time I
was in the first grade at
Biggersville. I was crazy about
music but I never dreamed of
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one of 8.5 per cent last May-
over the protests of both
residential and industrial

' customers.

J.W. Abernethy, manager of
:he Prentiss County Electric
Power Association, had
requested Tennessee Valley
Authority to make every effort
to avoid a schedule increase in
electric rates scheduled for
April 1. The request came at a
recent public hearing in Tupelo
where TVA representatives
explained the necessity for the
rate increase, and all in-
terested electric consumers,
were invited to express their
views.

The prospects of an April
rate increase of 6.5 per cent

just after 10 a.m. Feb. 16, and departéd the scene reurn home
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were discussed by about 20
persons who attended the
public hearing. The Tupelo
hearing was one of seven held
across the valley.

The proposed increase would
add about $2.04 per 1,000
kilowatt-hours of electricity for
the residential user and
“approximately’’ that much to
the industrial user, said Nick
Anest, Tupelo district TVA
manager.

For homes used to $50
electric bills, with the proposed
rate increase, the bill would be
$53; a $75 bill would go up to
about $80 and a $100 bill with
the increase would be $107,
Anest said.

The rate

increase is

shortly before noon. Staff Photographer Timmy Rowiand caught
this picture of the desolate scene.

making such loans in the
names of persons who were
either promised they would not
have to repay the loans, were
not told about the loans or were
incapable of repaying the
loans, it was charged.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Al
Moreton presented testimony
and bank records in showing
that Caveness arranged, or
helped arrange, several
‘‘accommodation’’ loans to
Bartlett during the period
covered by the indictment, and
that the borrowers were told by
Caveness that Bartlett, not
they, would be responsible for
repayment.

Moreton also presented
evidence that the proceeds
from another locan and two
checks were deposited into
Bartlett's account by Caveness

writing a song."”

Another talented, versatile
singer-songwriter from
Booneville-Mike Cunningham-
provided the catalyst she
needed to turn her poems into
song.

“1 was looking for a band,”
Nina recalls. ‘I needed
someone to help me with my
material, someone I could sing
a song to who could set it to
music. Mike is the only person
I've met who'll record a song
like 1 want it recorded.”

Nina regrets that she doesn’t
read music and feels that if she
snag her own compositions
she'd be more successful at
picthing them.

“We were too poor for music
lessons when 1 was a little
girl,”” Nina says, “and I didn't
dream of ever being able to
write music myself. But it
didn't matter too much to me

without the specific approval
of the businessmen who
arranged the loan and wrote
the checks.

Caveness’ defense attorneys,
Grady Tollison and Jack
Dunbar of Oxford, argued that
Caveness, in his dealings with
Bartlett, was *“‘guilty of bad
judgement,’”’ but was only
trying to protect the bank's
investment in the business of
“‘a potentially good customer."”

There was no conspiracy, no
criminal intent and no attempt
to hide the third-party loans
Caveness helped arrange to
bankroll Bartlett’s financially-
troubled company, they
contended.

The defense also presented
evidence that Caveness’ total
profits from his partnership in

(Continued on Page 2)

then, because my original
dream was to go to
Hollywood and perform with
Lucille Ball and Red Skelton.”

That fantasy was quickly
succeeded by another, even
more potent influence--the
King himself.

“I saw Elvis when I was very
young,” Nina says. ‘‘He was
performing at the Coliseum in
Corinth and I really wasn'’t too
impressed with him at first. I
was. just running around
behind the big girls hollering
and screaming because they
did. Later, I recognized him for
the charismatic performer he
really was.”

Nina saw every Elvis movie
and bought every Elvis record
she could get her hands on.
Maybe the influence was
subliminal..

“I had a dream one night

(Continued on Page 2)

nec:essary if TVA is to main-
taim a healthy financial
sitwation, Anest said. Power
sysitem expenses for this fiscal
year are estimated at nearly
$2.9 billion, but revenues at
present rates would fall short
of meeting that total.

Abernethy reminded the
TVA board of directors,
through the hearing panel, that
elecitric rates have more than
triplled since 1967 and that the
incriease from January 1978 to
Janwary 1979 amounted to 28.4
percent.

This proposed 6.5 percent
incriease would total to a 35
perc:ent increase in a 15 month
pericod,

“The price of electricity hs
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increased to the point that not
only the elderly, the retired,
the handicapped and the sick
need help, but the farmer, the
factory worker, and the entire
middle income population.
“These people are finding it
increasingly difficult to pay
these high electric bills and
meet their other financial
obligations,” Abernethy said.

“The only solution to this
problem .in ‘my opinion,”
Abernethy continued, “is a
determined effort on the part
of TVA and the power
distributors to cut cost. We
must not talk conservation
while initiating new expensive
programs.

Industrial Park
Bondg Are Sold

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Biooneville city officials
Wewdnesday morning signed
papeers completing the sale of
$1955,000 in city revenue bonds
to the Farmers Home
Administration as part of the
financing for the nearly-
comiplete water and sewer
systiem in the city’s industrial
park.

Thhe sale of the bonds to the
FmIHA was the largest single
partt of financing the project.
The city also received a grant
of $&68,200 from the FmHA and
a grrant of the same size from
the Appalachia Regional
Commission, according to
Boomeville Mayor Charles
Crabb and city attorney
Eugene B. Gifford, Jr.

The revenue bonds will be
repayable at a five per cent
interest rate over a 35 year
period. There will be no in-
crea:se in city taxes as a result
of thie bond sale, both officials
said., ‘

Worrk on the water and sewer
systeem project began in
Novexmber of last year and now
is “wirtually complete’” except
for putting in hydrants, ac-

cording to Mayor Crabb.

Completion of the project

will bring the city a long step
closer to its goal of bringing a
major industry into the 1%
acre industrial park which is
located north of Booneville.
Presently several small in-
dustries are located in the
park, according to city of-
ficials.
"“I'm delighted about the
project. It represents the
fruitation of many months of
hard work by the hoard of
aldermen and the mayor.
There were also a lots of folks
working behind the scenes on
this project,” the city attorney
said. ; ‘

The city industrial park site
was purchased several years
ago by the Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors for about
$600 per acre for a total pur-
chase price of about $117,000,
the attorney said.

The board then deeded the
city a one-half undivided in-
terest in the land. The Charles
M. Gordon industrial park in
Baldwyn was purchased by the
supervisors and deeded to that
city under a similar

arrangement, the attorney
said. The park was named for a
former supervisor in Dist. 3.

FREE AND EASY—Brad Walden, son of Mr. and Mrs. Billy
Walden, and Leslie Walden, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Neil
Walden, both of Booneville, appear to have things going their way
while gliding down the streets of Booneville on thelr trusty
skateboard. 1i's heen awhile since scenes like this have occured
due to the inclen:ent weather but according to the weather ser-

vice, warm temperatures are just around the corner. (Staff Photo
by Lee Gentry.)






