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Saylors: Farm Bill Goals Two Years Away

By DON CUNNINGHAM
Associate Editor

Most farmers feel that media
coverage for their tractorcade
on Washington was biased
against the farmer but are still
confident that they’ll achieve
their goal-implementation of
the 1977 farm bill-within the
next two years, according to
Daryl Saylors, who returned
from the nation’s capitol last
weekend.

“It's disappointing to be

called radical and disruptive _

his truck shows mounting of tank

when all you're trying to do is
draw some attention to what
you believe is right,” Saylors,
president of the Prentiss
County Chapter of the
American Agriculture
Movement, said shortly after
his return from Washington.

“We had 30,000 people up
there and there were 18
arrests--there’s pirobably more
than that in Tupelo on Satur-
day night. And I think many of
these arresits were
overreaction on tthe part of the
police.”

Residents In-Flap

Over Bird Invasion

By DON CUNNINGHAM
Assoclate Editor

An invasion of blackbirds on
McCarley Street has residents
of that neighborhood and local
health officials looking for a
way to discourage the noisy
and destructive pests.

Not only do the estimated
10,000 birds in this particulat
flock create a nuisance with
the noise. of their chattering
and the odor of their droppings,
they also pose a potential
health hazard, according to
Greg Geno, District Sanitarian
for the Booneville Health
Department.

The droppings of blackbirds,
Geno says, are a perfect
breeding ground for
histoplasmosis, a lung fungus
similar to tuberculosis which
can be contracted by any
warm blooded animal--
including man.

“There’s not a likelihood of a
human contracting the
disease,’’ Geno said,
cautioning against the use of
blackbird droppings for fer-

tilizer or as potting soil for
plants. ‘“‘But there is a
possibility.”

Geno, along with a

representative of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, has in-
vestigated the situation and
 discovered that of three
possible deterrents, only one-

Conflict Trap

harassment~is ifeasible in this
particular case.,

One solution would be
spraying the lbirds with the
chemical Tergiltol, a plan that
has worked we:ll on blackbird
colonies in Kentucky and
Tennessee but which, to suc-
ceed, requirees a precise
combination of moisture,
temperature amd wind that is
almost impossilble to duplicate
in Mississippi. In addition,
Tergitol cannot be sprayed
within an eight:h of a mile of a
residence, whicch precludes its
use within corpporate limits.

Another alternative would
consist of baitimg the birds with
a poisonous bait, manufac-
tured by Purima Feeds, which
kills over a tinree day peirod.
But baiting omnly discourages
the birds for a few days rather
than eliminating them com-
pletly and permanantly.

“You're really playing a
numbers game with bait,”
Geno said. “It’ll control them
for a few days but they’ll be
back eventuallly.”

The third amd safest method,
aside from completely
destroying tthe blackbird’s
habitat, iis continual
harassment boy some type of
noisemaking apparatus--for
instance, the: firing of 1200
rounds of blank ammunition.
Again, this is only a temporary

(Continued on Page 2)

One thing the tractorcade

has already achieved, Saylors
feels, is the support of the
majority of the American
people.

““We got a sympathetic
reaction all the way,” said
Saylors, who traveled the
“Southern route” with 600
other assorted farm vehicles
that stretched 25 miles long.

“Pepple brought us food and
fuel and insisted on taking us to
supper. Kids turned out from
school and people brought
picnic lunches to watch us
pass. That no doubt left in my
mind that we have the support

of the common people. We
don’t have the support of the
bureaucrats or the big shots
but the plain, everyday people
are behind us all the way. You
can’t drive a truck with a sign
on it anywhere without
people hollering at you and
giving you the victory sign.”

In spite of a cool reception by
officials in Washington,
Saylors and his group are
optimistic about the eventual
success of the A.A.M.’s efforts.

“Everybody feels that we're
doing the job but that it's gonna

be a long range plan,” he said.
“We can’'t run up to
Washington and run back
home and have it all our way.
We haven't decided that our
job is over. We're still lobbying
and testifying _ before
agricultural committees.”
Saylors added that farmers
will have two more years
under the present farm bill.
“When another bill is
written,” he said, *‘the A.A.M.
will have more to do with it
than anyone else. And if we
keep on, we'll have a little bit
of change this year. We're

determined. David Sims was
on the road three weeks and
he's back up there now. That’s
dedication.”

Saylors said that most
farmers are disillusioned with
President Carter and with
Secretary of Agriculture
Bergland.

“Bergland said before we
,went to Washington that he
wasn’t going to do anything for
us,” he added. ‘‘He’s speaking
strictly for the administration
and not the farmer. No one
speaks for the farmer--except
the farmer.

“We got recognition in a
sense,’”’ Saylors continued.
“But we didn’t get it from
Bergland and we didn’t get it
from the president. He was
wiining and dining the head of
China, yet he didn’t recognize

us. They’re just not worried
abbout the farmer now
politically.”

Saylors said that neither
Biergland or Carter can expect
political support from farmers
im the future.

“He (Carter) knows the kind
off bind the farmer is in but he’s
pilaying politics. When you play

the numbers game you leave
the farmer out-and nobody
gives a dadgum!”

Saylors added that his group
is less than happy at coverage
given their cause by the
national news media.

“They have a slanted view of
the farmer just like they've
always had,” he stated. “They
saw what they wanted to see.
There were a few decent
cartoons supporting us. You all
had one in the Banner-
Independent and there was one
in the Commercial-Appeal.

(Continued on Page 2)

Fire Protection Boost Is Eyed

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Prentiss County is moving
closer to having ‘‘one of the
best county firefighting groups
in this area,” according to
Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors President W.V.
Horn.

Horn said he expects the
board to vote to seek bids on
four secondhand trucks by
early next month, after the
county receives its annual
$18,000 payment from the state
fire insurance underwriters

fund.

The trucks would form the
basis of a ‘“‘quick reaction” fire
unit for the county.

Horn said he expected the
board to vote to seek bids on
four secondhand trucks by
early next month. The trucks
would form the basis of a
“quick reaction” fire unit for
the county.

Each truck would be
equipped with a 300-gallon
water tank. Cost of buying and
mounting the tank--about
$6,000 for each vehicle-would
be paid for by funds channeled

through the Tennessee Valley
Authority. The only cost to the
county will be purchasing the
light, used trucks to mount the
tanks on.

Presently, one member of
the board-Dist. 3 supervisor
J.P. Davis-has a truck being
equipped with the pumper and
equipment at a TVA sop in
Decatur, Ala.

It is expected back in about
two weeks, and county officials
feel that the other four tanks
can be installed on the trucks
by Prentiss County Vo-Tech

truck as a model.

County fire marshall Bill
Prather is also enthusiastic
about the idea.

“These trucks will give
Prentiss County a quick
response capacity, and help
our rural firefighting units
even more,” he said recently.

“We've got some pretty good
wolunteer fire fighting
departments in Prentiss

(County now, but I think this
ssystem will help give us one of

ithe best county firefighting:

jgroups in this area of the

Each of the county’s five
districts now has one county
owned pumper truck operated
by a volunteer fire depart-
ment. The trucks and depart-
ments are located in Thrasher
in Dist. 1, Jumpertown in Dist.
2, Wheeler in Dist. 3, Marietta
in Dist. 4, and Cairo in Dist. 5.

In addition, the city has a
truck which responds to fire
calls in the county, and the
entire county fire radio net-
work is hooked up at the city
department, Prather said.

TVA made the offer to the

Terry Tolar takes a break

Tolar In Tank Testing Program

FT. BLISS, Tex.—The U.S.
Army is now testing a new,
sophisticated 58-ton tank, and
Specialist Five Terry Tolar of
Booneville is right in the
middle of both tank and
testing.

With a price tag of nearly $1 -

million each, the Army’s new
XM-1 main battle tank may
soon be replacing the M-60 tank
which has been in use since the
early 1950’s.

At present, NATO countries
are heavily outnumbered by
Warsaw Pact tanks in Europe.
The XM-1 may help offset this
numerical disadvantage.

Tests being conducted at Ft.
Bliss, Texas will soon deter-
mine the operational ef-
fectiveness and military utility
of the XM-1. ;

Specialist Tolar is an im-
portant part of this testing. For
nearly 11 months Tolar and the
members of his unit have been
involved in the second phase of

Center students using the first

testing for the XM-1. Tests will
end later this month.
Operational Test IT (OTID), as
it is called, places 5 XM-1
prototype tanks against 5 M-60

XM-1 tank rolls thfouéh..tési.ing

:state,”” President Horn said.

tanks for comparison testing.

Tolar, the son of James and
Reba Tolar of New Site, is
assigned to H Company, 2nd
Squadron, 3rd Armored

Cavalry at Ft. Bliss. During_

(Continugd on Page 2)

the testing he is working as a
gunner on a M-60 tank.

As a crew member on a M-60f
tank, Tolar’s job is to insure
that his tank operates to its

(Continued on Page 2)

Baldwyn

A Baldwyn man was one of
two people facing multiple
charges this week after they
were captured late last week in
a manhunt that swept across
Prentiss and several other
counties. The theft of $20 and a
cash register from two country

stores triggered the search
that included dogs, a helicopter
and more than 25 patrol cars.

Dennis C. Wages, 21, of
Baldwyn and a 16-year old
Verona boy were charged by
officials. Wages is being held
under $10,000 bond while the

juvenile’s hearing has been set
for this week.

Wages is charged with
burglary and breaking and
entry by the Union County
Sheriff’s Department. The
juvenile has been charged with

burglary, breaking and entry,

and aggravated assault by
Union County authorities.

Lee County officials charged
the pair with grand larceny
and burglary in connection
with the Thursday thefts, and
Tupelo Police Chief Ed Crider
said his department will press

felony charges against the pair
in connection with burglary in
Tupelo earlier last week.
Tupelo police and the Lee
County Sheriff’s Department
issued warrants Friday on the
duo, who they suspent of
_committing at least two other

Man Is Charged After Manhunt

thefts late Wednesday or
early Thursday morning in
Tupelo and in the Auburn
community, northeast of
Tupelo.

One of the two suspects has
confessed to burglarizing a

(Continued on Page 2)

s City’s “Trailer Children”

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

To the 170-plus third graders at the Boonewille Elementary
School, the currentcontroversyin Prentiss County about school
consolidation is a distant issue as long as the weather outside
their school is pleasant.

But when the weather turns foul the issue gets a lot closer to
them. As close as the stiff winds that rattle the: thin metal walls
of the aging trailers that are their classrooms. Or as close as the
resonant drumming inside the trailers that is caused by heavy
rains pelting the structures.

When the weather turns seur, the children are brought inside
to the main brick building of the elementary school. And every
time class is disrupted to take them from the trailer classrooms
to a safer, or quieter place their education suffers.

And during the course of a school year, the third graders tend
to do 7 lot of shuttling from the four trailers to the main
building.
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They are evacuated when it rains, during thunderstorms,
during stiff windstorms or tornado alerts, during electrical
storms.

They can't hear a teacher when it rains or during thun-
derstorms, and stiff windstorms bring a rattling that also
destroys the educational process. They are brought into the
main brick building for safety when electrical storms or tor-
nadoes threaten.

ANALYSIS

The 173 children that are third graders or special education
students-all occupy the trailers-—-are trapped in a dispute bet-
ween opposing forces. And the dispute has stopped state con-
struction funds from coming to Prentiss County--funds that
were to be used to build classrooms to replace the trailers.

On one side is the State Educational Finance Commission, the
group that channels state construction money into counties in
Mississippi. On the other side is the Prentiss County School
Board.

The EFC wants a long range educational plan that reflects
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consolidation of the four schools in Booneville and the five at-
tendence centers in the county into a smaller number--one or
two high schools instead of the five high schools in the city and
county.

It will not release any state construction money to this county
until it gets an acceptable long range plan. ¥

The Prentiss County School Board refuses to ratify the
present long-range plan on file with the EFC calling for con-
solidation to a single high school. It has also not submitted an
acceptable alternative plan to the EFC, feeling that any moved
toward consolidation could be political suicide.

The county superintendent of education, elected on a platform
of keeping the local schools and facing re-election this year, is in
a dilemma. If he pushes for consolidation, it could cost him his
job this fall. If he doesn’t, he faces the prospect of watching his
school system’s physical plant crumble under him, slowly
destroyed for lack of state funds for maintenance, renovation or
reconstruction.

A poll sought by the board hasn’t given the sort of clearcut

public opinion they want before they act.

All of this is far from the third graders’ developing minds.
They probably don’t realize that they need classrooms to
replace the secondhand trailers placed at the school at least six
years ago.

They are probably unaware that a new library is needed to
replace the makeshift library cobbled together when the open
space of the auditorium was carved up several years ago for the
library and offices.

The fact that the school has to serve lunch from 10:20 to noon
daily may not concern them, but it indicates that a larger
cafeteria is needed to serve them.

All this is beyond the ken of the third graders at Booneville.

They iust g0 to their trailers every day, while adults who
I‘!?EilliZ(' the continuity of their child's education may hinge on the
whims of clir- ate hope for good weather and a break in the

clouds of controversy over consolidation that have darkened
Prentiss County.






