MODERN WAY TO STUDY—Northeast Mississiippi Junior C
Tupelo and Cherry Marlar (back) of Corinth, showw here
littie easler. Jan and Cherry relax here in their dorrm room
Photo by Lee Gentry.)

No Action By Board
On PCDA Proposal

By HANK WIESNER
. Managing Editor

The Prentiss County School
Board, meeting twice within
the past few days, took no
action on a proposed opinion
poll to determine public
reaction concerning con-
solidation.

In the group’s second
meeting, the board re-
recommended 10 of the
system’s 11 school principals
for another year of em-
ployment, and approved a new
principal at Jumpertown.

The board met Tuesday,
Feb. 30, with Prentiss County
Development  Association
President Charles Walden,
who outlined a proposal that an
opinion poll be taken among
county residents to determine
their feelings about con-
solidating the county’s high
schools into fewer units.

Under terms of the proposal,
the PCDA would take on the
opinion poll as a voluntary
project. Volunteer workers
would man polling places
across the county for several
hours in the late afternoon and
early evening. The later hours
would give people across the
county a chance to express
their opinions after work
without having to sign their
names.

County Superintendent of
Education Lex Cain said early
this week that, although the
board had taken no vote on
Walden's proposal, the matter
was still under consideration.

“I think some of the board
members wanted a little more

Bartlett Trial Is Postponed

time to talk the preposal over.
And of course, stit
awaiting further results from
the baliot we ran in the
newspaper requesting people
to give us their choices about
consolidation. Tlhe deadline on
that is Feb. 28th.

“There was no vote taken at
the meeting. They may vote to
accept or reject tthe proposal at
a later meeting.. Some of the
board members have to be
away from their jobs to attend
the meetings, and there isn't
enough time to diiscuss some of
these things as much as they
want to,”’ Cain said.

Walden—who hiad run against
Cain in the last; election-said
that “I made the proposal as
an offer for assistance and not
a threat. At this point, since the
board hasn't woted on the
proposal one way or the other,
I'll tell the school committee
that when they meet on Feb. 15
at 7 pm. at the library. The
committee can decide what to
do beyond that,”” he said.

“I'm sympathetic with the
board of education. I think they
want to do what: is right, but I
think that they're not sure
what their options are in this
situation, I think if they knew
the right thing to do they'd do
it,”” he said.

In the board’s Monday
meeting, the principals were
recommended by a 5.0 vote.

The men rerecommended,
and the schoolls they head
include Donald Johnson,
Booneville High School; David
Bolen, Middle Sichool; Johnny
Sherrill, Elementarv School;

(Continued om Page 3)
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(ity Board Approves Study

ForSeparate School District

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Booneville Board of
Aldermen Tuesday night voted
to seek a study of the feasibility
of developing a separate school
system for the city.

The 5-0 vote in favor of the
study came after hearing a
talk by Dr. William Preston,
who is the informal leader of a
group of city and county
residents seeking a better
education for area school
children

Dr. Preston said that his
contact with state Educational
Finance Commission officials
indicated that official alder-

manie approval of the separate g

school system concept, and a
feasibility study of such a
system were the first two steps
needed toward developing a
separate school system.

Although the present board
of aldermen did not vote to
endorse an ordinance passed
by the city in 1970 proposing a
separate school system, the
ordinance remains in effect.

That ordinance also set forth
five men to serve as system
trustees and set city boun-
daries as the limits of the
school system.

“The feasibility study would
tell if Booneville could support
a municipal separate school

7 'INDERWAY —District hskeba action got uerway Monay night
for our local high schools and will continue through the finals Saturday night. North half action
starts next week while Northeast Junior College will begin their North Half competition Feb. 12-14.

For a complete report on the local sports scene turn to pages 14 and 15.

Tractorcade Has Local Support

Prentiss County'’s
representative in the
American Agriculture
Movement sponsored trac-
torcade arrived in Washington
on February 5.

The group was part of a line
of tractors that extended at one

point for 20 miles along the
route t 1t capitol
where farmers hope to draw

attention to their financial
plight and convince Congress
to fully implement the
provisions of the 1977 farm bill,

Because Of Illness

OXFORD—The embezzie-
ment trial of Milton Maness
Bartlett, scheduled next week
in federal court here, has been
postponed indefinitely.

Barlett’s illness forced the
delay.

The Booneville businessman
faces charges in connection
with the three-part federal
embezzlement indictments
Involving the First Mississippi
Bank of Commerce in
Booneville.

Barlett's triaml was to have
been the secomd case coming
out of a Septemmber grand jury
which charges three people
with misuing nearly $1 million
in bank funds.

Jack M. Dubzard, the first to
go on trial, was: found innocent
Jan. 23 on eightt counts of a 2¢-
count indictmeent.

Former bamnk president
Eddie Caveness; faces a Feb. 15
trial on all coumts of the grand

jury report

The indictment charges that
the three men, joined by an
unnamed partner, conspired to
form E-Z Lounger Services,

the financing arm of two
furniture manufacturing
companies, to serve as the
recipient of improperly drawn
funds from the Booneville
bank.

In addition to the conspiracy

charges, the defendants are

which would raise support
prices to 90 per cent parity and,
if necessary, regulate acreage
to insure farmers a better
price for their crops.
Approximately 200 tractors
and 300 support vehicles
followed the same route as the
Prentiss Countians, whose

driving duties have been
shared among James Moore,
David Sims, Danny Garner,
Lealand Garner, Joe Wayne
Garmer, Tom Deaton, R.C.
Lauderdale, Brainerd Stevens,
William Davis, Bobby Hat-
field, Gifford Smart and Deryl
Saylors.

Three Qualify

The following three men
qualified this week for election
to county office,

W.V. Horn qualified for the county
- post of chancery clerk Willie education.

charged with converting the
funds to their own use, using
bogus documents to support
loans to the manufacturing
firm and making false
statements and entries in the
bank books to conceal their
actions from federal bank
examiners

Baruett was president of E-Z
Loungers  Services and
Caveness and Dubard were
bank officials.

Wright Friar qualified for
Dist. 1 constable, and Lex Cain
qualified to seek re-election as
superintendent of

it
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system. It would examine
every aspect of developing
such a system, including the
costs. It would not obligate the
city to develop such a system.
But if the city supported it, the
next step would be a city-wide
bond issue to raise finances for
it,” Dr. Preston said.

He estimated the cost of such
a feasibility study at $2,000-
4,000, and said that cities that
requested such studies usually
paid for them. He added that
individuals could also help pay
the costs of the study.

The April 7, 1970 ordinance
was passed by the city board
aldermen with the hope that
the county would relinquish the

county school system and join
with the Booneville system,
according to present Mayor
Charles Crabb.

The county school board
refused to do so at that time,
and the city munieipal
separate school system never
got off the ground.

Dr. Preston reminded the
giroup that since that time the
sitate attorney general’s office
hiad overturned objections
frrom three counties that had
reefused to allow development
of separate school systems.

He said that probably no
amnexation from the county
would be sought in order to

develop the separate school
system.

He added that before EFC
would approve development of
such a system, the city would
be required to show that a

separate school system would
not prevent the county system
from providing an adequate
education for its students.

The EFC will recommend a
person qualified to carry out
the feasibility study. It was
also suggested that, to reduce

the costs of a study, a college
could undertake the study as a
semester-long project for
qualified students.

Court Convenes Next Week

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

A two-week session of
criminal and civil court—one of
three such sessions held an-
nually in Prentiss County-will
begin Monday, Feb. 12. A
Grand Jury will also be in
session from Feb. 12-16.

The court session will run
from Feb. 12 through Friday,
Feb. 23. Ten civil cases and
five criminal cases are slated
to be heard, according to
courthouse records.

Pretrial motions will be
heard Monday. Civil court will
be held from Tuesday through
Friday of next week, and
criminal court will be held
Monday through Wednesday of
the following week.

As of early this week, it had
not been decided which judge
or judges of the three civil and
criminal court judges that sit

iy o

in the seven-county First
Judicial District would hear
which cases. .

The three judges for this civil
aind criminal district are L.T.
Sienter, Jr., of Aberdeen, who is
sienior judge; Fred Wicker of
Pontotoc and Neil Biggers, Jr.,
of Corinth.

See related story, Page 10

Civii and criminal court
siessions are held in Prentiss
County in February, June and
October annually. Grand jury
siessions must by law be held at
least twice annually. The last
meeting of Grand Jury, civil
and criminal court in this
county was in October of 1978,
according to Circuit Clerk
Travis Cox.

The cost to the county of the
coming two week civil and
criminal court session will
probably be over $5,000. Over

Top, blood on door ; bottom, rescuers work to free woman

that amount was spent last®
October for that session of
court, according to records in.
the Chancery Clerk’s and
Circuit Clerk’s offices.

According to the records, the
largest share of that $5,000
figure was spent paying civil
and criminal court jurors the
$15 per day they receive under
law for every day they serve.
Records indicated about $2,621
was spent for that purpose last
October.

The second largest single
outlay was for fees going to
attorneys appointed by the
court to represent indigent
defendants. About $1187 went
for that purpose during the last
session of civil and criminal
court, according to recorgds.

Other expenses recorded for
the October session of court,
and which can be expected to,
be about the same for this

(Continued on Page 3)

Woman

Injured In
Wreck

A Booneville woman was
listed in serious condition at
North Mississippi Medical
Center after a truck collided
with her automobile in
Booneville Friday morning.

Lillian Carter, 42, of 100 N.
Haven Drive in Booneville was
driving her car across the
intersection of U.S. 45 and
Church Street at 7:45 a.m.
Friday when the brakes of a
truck approaching the in-
tersection apparently failed,
Booneville Police Chief W.W.

Stacy said.
The truck collided with Mrs.
‘Carter’s automobile, pinning

the car beside a light post,
Stacy said. It took the
Booneville police, assisted by
the Fire Department, two
wreckers and an ambulance
crew, about 45 minutes to get
Mrs. Carter out of the
automobile, he said.

. Mrs. Carter was taken to
Northeast Mississippi Hospital
and transferred to the medical
center, where she was first
listed in critical condition. Her
condition had improved by late
Friday afternoon.

Stacy said the truck driver,
William Craig Totter of Route
4, Fuilton, was charged with
failure to yield the right-of-
way.






