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Sen. Cochran: Amendment

Needed To Balance Budget

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Sen. Thad Cochran spoke to a
packed crowd of Prentiss Countians
Monday night about problems with
the federal budget, inflation, and
family farms—-and drew applause
when he suggested Congress should
#lopt a constitutional amendment
requiring the government to live
within its means.

Sen. Cochran spoke at the third
annual Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association banquet. The
crowd that packed the Mississippi
Room at the Northeast Mississippi
Junior College interrupted his
remarks with applause several
times.

Cochran, an honors graduate from
the University of Mississippi school
of law, said Congress was tempered
with more ‘‘common sense,
restraint and caution” than in
earlier years.

- He said the body ‘“would look
‘Larefully at new programs this year,
and try to make the programs we
have more efficient.

“This country doesn’'t have the
resources or the delivery systems to

Twister

do everything for everybody, and we
can't have the U.S. government
being the policeman of the world,”
he said.

Referrimg to President Carter's
recently-surfaced term, ‘‘new
foundatioms,” Sen. Cochran said that
“this country already has a good
foundatiom, but it may be eroded by
over-regulation in government, high
taxes and government
mismanagement.”

See related story, Page 2

By HANK WIESNER

Turning: to the federal budget, Sen.
Cochran said that the proposed
budget submitted to Congress by the
President is out of balance by $30
billion.

“Why is the budget out of balance?
There are no domestic crises, and
we’renot at war. We have to reverse
this trendl and help bring the budget
into balamce.

‘“‘Congmress should approve a
constitutiional amendment requiring
the goveirnment to live within its
means.” ithe freshman senator said.

He saidi the present nine per cent
inflation rate in this country is
destroyimg the dream many
Americams have of someday owning
their owm homes, because inflation
has drivien interest rates on the

A separate school system will not

money out of reach.

“The increasing inflation reflects
poor government management in
using voluntary wage price
guidelines. Government has to learn
to tighten its belt just like families
do. Inflation in this country isn't just
the fault of the citizens, but the
government as well,”’ he said.

Sen. Cochran also took several
swipes at what he termed “runaway
regulation writing.”

“It will cost every man, woman
and child in this country $600 this
year to pay for government
regulations. Part of the problem is
that many of the agencies congress
creates then create their own
regulations that have the force of
law that aren't approved by
Congress.

For example, “Congress created
OSHA, and then that agency created
regulations that were never ap-
proved by congress. They have the
force of law behind them-if you
don’t believe it just try violating one.

‘“Legislation is needed to require
that any regulations that would cost
a violator money would be approved
by the subcommittee of Congress
that created the original agency.

fielding questions

“There should also be legislation
that would require a cost-impact
statement showing the cost of
compliance with proposed
regulations,” Sen. Cochran said.

He then turned to problems on the
U.S. family farm, which he termed
the “backbone of the U.S. economy.

“Farmers made about two per
cent on their investment last year,
compared to the average business
return 11 of 11 per cent on in-
vestment.

“Farmers need the opportunity to
operate at a profit. But the farmer
doesn’t seek a guarantee of success
from the government.”

He said that although legislation
he co-sponsored to require govern-
ment monitoring of the purchase of
American farmland by foreign
countries failed, the government is
now monitoring such purchases, and
a report on their findings is expected
shortly.

“We want to be sure that U.S.
farmers won’t ever be tenant far-
mers for some European king or
Arab sheik. We want to sell
American products, not America,”
he said.
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HEADED FOR MERIDIAN—Judy Inman, 17 year old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Inman and
Jumpertown’s reigning Junior Miss /is competing in the State Junior Miss Pageant which began
Pageant contestants will be judged on poise, youth fitness, judge’s in-
terviews and creative and performimg arts. In talent competition, Miss Inman will play “It Was

Almost Like A Song” on pianc. Judy, who was sponsored by the Jumpertown Jaycees and Jaycettes,
will present other contestants with gifts furnished by the staff of Tombigbee Office Supplies and

Gerald Hodge's Printing.

Booneville Separate School System Urged

“I know of at least one industry

¢~ are peak tornade months in

Time
Coming

By DON CUNNINGHAM
Associate Editor

The first of February signals
e start of tornado season in
rentiss County, according to
ivil Defense Director Bill
ather, and local residents
hould be on the lookout for the
estructive winds.

. February, March and April

rentiss County and most
wisters occur in the latter two
months. Statewide, 66 percent
f the reported tornados occur
in these two months. And
Mississippi, with 1 percent of
he national population, had 15
rcent of the tornado deaths
nd only 3 percent of the total
umber of tornades, Prather
id.

What should you do if you
sight a tornado? Severall
things. If there is time, notify|
the nearest police, Sheriff,
Civil Defense or National
Weather Service office and tell
them what you saw and heard.

ell what time you saw the
tornado. Tell where you saw it
-and give the location with
reference to a well-known town
or city. Include the county iff
possible.

Give direction and speed of
movement, if possible, and
give your name, address and
"elephone number. A Civil
Defense agency may want to
call you later for additional
details.

3 If you give your report
to a Civil Defense or law en-
forcement agency, ask them to
relay your report to the
National Weather Service
pimmediately.

If there is no time-take
shelter! Don’t leave it until the
storm is safely past. Then
report what happened as soon
as possible. Keep, calm, stay
away from damaged areas

Managing Editor

Dr. William Preston, Thursday
right urged a giroup of citizens
:oncerned about better education in
?rentiss County to consider
Jeveloping a Boomeville municipal
separate school system.

“I’'m convince:d that a con-
solidated school system in Prentiss
County is the mdost economically
feasible way off providing an
education for our children.

“But Prentiss (County may not
accept a single school, and the
Educational Finaince Commission
may not allow two schools,” Dr.
Preston told the croowd who gathered
in the George Ed Allen Library.

“So I think the (only way we can
have two schools im Prentiss County
that would be acce:ptable to the EFC
is for Booneville to have a separate
school system,” the Booneville
doctor said.

be quick or easy to achieve. Dr.
Preston estimated that at least five
years would be needed to complete
the project. He added that a bond
issue would be needed in connection
with the system.

“A system of quality buildings and
facilities would help to attract top
caliber teachers and ad-
ministrators. We have good people
now, and we don't need to replace
them. But as they leave the system
through attrition, we need to be able
to attract the best people,” he said.

“I think if we were to develop a
good separate school system the
county would want to join it. We
could probably give it back to the
county as they dropped their other
high schools,” he added.

The doctor refered to last Thur-
sday’s meeting that saw members of
the county board of education and
county superintendent Lex Cain

audience.

“We heard what the school of-
ficials said, and what they didn't
say, and I think they’'re to be com-
mended for coming before the
audience.

“1 think the present superin-
tendent and board is for leaving
schools as they are, but I think they
would change their views if enough
constituents wanted them to.

“And if there was enough voter
groundswell for consolidation they
might agree to it,” he said.

““But I don’t think the school board
wants to move as rapidly as we need
to. We can't wait another 10 or 20
years to develop a better
educational system,’ he said.

Charles Walden, president of the
Prentiss County Development
Association, said during the meeting
that the lack of a better school
system had hampered efforts to
bring industry to the county.
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school system had been better. It
didn’t come, and that’s 40 or 50 jobs
that didn’t come to Prentiss County.

“If we develop a better school
system, one where people are
willing to put their children into the
system, it would help bring industry
to the county,” he said.

The group decided late in the
meeting to consider appointing a
committee to explain the con-
solidation situation in the other
communities in the county, and seek
advice from those communities as to
the best course of action to follow.

The plan, if it is developed, would
see a delegation meet with the
various communities at their
schools or town halls to gain first-
hand information about community
response to consolidation.

The group will meet again Feb. 15

at 7 in the library.

ASCS Farm Acreage Changes Are Set Here

Several changess have been
announced concterning set-
aside and divertied acreage,
according to Charles E.

Calvert, County Executive
Director of the Prentiss County
ASCS office.

The set-aside provisions in

Prentiss County will apply to
program crops such as corn, be able to establish a con-
tinuous six month non-grazing
period between March 1 and

grain sorghum and wheat,
Calvert said.

Rescuemen Honing Skills

The committee this year will Oct. 31,

which will enable
farmers to obtdin maximum
grazing benefits the remaining

(Continued on Page 2)

Poll Suggested

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Prentiss County Development Association President Charles
Walden suggested Thursday night that an opinion poll be taken
in the county to determine county residents’ feelings about
comsolidation.

Walden was due to meet last Tuesday with county superin-
temdent of education Lex Cain and the County board of
edweation to determine their reaction to the proposal,

““If the superintendent and board agree-and I think they
probably will-we hope to be able to carry out the poll in the next
thrree weeks. We haven’t set a definite date yet,” Walden sajd
Monday.

IPCDA would take on the project, which would involve
vollunteer workers manning the regular polling places across
the county. The polling would be carried out from 37 p.m. to
give people a chance to express their opinions after work, the
president said.

Under terms of the proposed project, people would be
requested to mark a ballot specifying whether they wanted no,
one or more high schools in the county, and where they should
be located. g

“‘If we can’t use the polling places we may think about setting
up in the various attendence centers across the county.
Whereever the poll is held, it will give people a chance to ex-
preess their opinion without having to identifly themselves,’ he-

saiid.

Members of thie Booneville
Fire Departmemt and the
Prentiss County Ambulance
Service are attending a series
of classes designed to teach
emergency care and life
saving techniques for accident
victims.

The ‘‘First Responder
Course” is being taught by

(Continued on Page 2)

RUTH CAROL PRUITY

Jane Williams of the Northeast
Mississippi Junjor College
Nursing Department and in-

cludes such life saving
techniques as cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation,

control of hemorrhage and
first aid care for internal in-
juries, fractures and injuries of
the spine.

“The course is designed to
keep the patient alive until the
ambulance gets there,”
Williams said. “It will also
contribute to more effective
communication between
firemen and emergency
medical technicians.”

Local firemen will be able to
incorporate the resuscitation

techniques learned with the
use of their expected new
“Jaws of Life” wvehicle. This
vehicle will be equipped with a
number of life-prolonging
devices including an ex-
trication unit designed to
remove trapped accident
victims from their
automobiles.

Car Wreck Kills One

A one-vehicle car wreck
Sunday night north of
Booneville killed one occupant
of the vehicle and seriously
injured another, according to a
Prentiss County sheriff's
deputy who investigated the
crash,

Ruth Carol Pruitt, 15, of 101
North Fifth St., in Booneville,
died shortly after the wreck.
Richard R. Storey, 16. of 102
Seventh St.. was seriously
injured, according to deputy
Jeff Jackson. Both occupants

were taken to the Northeast

Mississippi  Hospital in
Booneville where Miss Pruitt
later died, he said.

According to the deputy's
investigation, the 1978 Pontiac
Trans Am was westbound on

the Charles Eaton Road just
north of Booneville, when it
came over a hill, went out of
control, left the road and
struck several trees on the
(Continued on Page 2)

Crash Damages Plane

A plane crash that occurred
seconds after takeoff Thursday
at the Booneville-Baldwyn
Airport brought no injuries but
did about $1,500 damage to the
plane. according to Gene
MeCarthy. manager of the

airport.

McCarthy said a Cessna 150
piloted by Steve Hatfield of
‘Booneville took off Thursday
afternoon, but experienced an
“‘engine malfunction’ just

Continued on Page 20
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