OXFORD—A federal court jury Tuesday found. Booneville
attorney Jack M. Dubard innocent of all eight counts in a
federal indictment charging that he conspired with a former
First Mississippi Bank of Commerce official and a. Booneville
businessman to defraud FMBC of nearly $1 million curing 1974-
78.

The jury of eight men and four women returned thie verdict to
0.S. District Judge William C. Keady after about twiwo and a half
hours of deliberation onthe evidence presented durimg Dubard’s
six-day trial in U.S. District Court in Oxford.

An indictment returned by a federal grand jury in September
charged that Dubard, a former director of the bank, former
FMBC president Eddie Caveness and Booneville furniture
manufacturer M.M. Bartlett conspired in the misapiplication of
FMBC funds between July 1974 and September 1978), converted
the money to their own use and made false entries im the bank’s
books in an effort to conceal the alleged fraud from -bank

2xaminers. i
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Bartlett, charged in 14 counts of the indictment, is scheduled
for trial in Oxford on Feb. 5. Caveness, charged in all 20 counts

of the indictment, will be tried in mid-February, also in Oxford.

Evidence presented against Dubard by government
prosecutors Al Moreton and Tom Dawson included bank records
showing that a worthless $96,000 sight draft from an Arkansas
bank was processed through Dubard’s special attorney’s ac-
count at FMBC in March 1976 and used to pay over $75,000 in
overdrafts on the account of a factoring firm in which Dubard

was a partner with Caveness, Bartlett and State Bank Comp- -

troller James Means.

The bank records showed that the sight draft was written off
by the bank after the Arkansas bank refused to honor it
following several requests by FMBC officials.

Dubard’s defense attorneys, Clyde Hulbert of Biloxi and
Lawrence Chandler of Calhoun City, argued that Dubard had no

way of knowing the draft was worthless at the time he deposited

Booneville, Mississippi

it to his account and paid overdrawn checks on the account of
E-Z Lounger Services, the factoring firm that handled pur-
chases and sales of Bartlett’s two furniture factories.

The government also introduced bank records showing that
Dubard issued two cashier’s checks totaling nearly $31,000 in
July 1975 that were used to pay federal taxes on Bartlett’s
factories, the FMBC accounts of which were overdrawn at the
time the checks were written.

William E. Tidwell, a former vice president of FMBC's
Walnut branch who was convicted of federal bank fraud charges
in 1977 and pleaded guilty to embezzlement charges in a later
indictment, testified 1ast week that he arranged for the proceeds
from a bogus loan for $31,000 made in the name of his secretary
to be deposited at FMBC to cover the overdrafts created by the
checks Dubard wrote to the Internal Revenue Service.

However, Tidwell testified he was not certain that Dubard
knew that loan was fraudulent, although he said Dubard was
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present at a meeting with Tidwell, Caveness and Bartlett when
Tidwell was instructed to arrange a loan to cover the over-
drafts.

In their final arguments Tuesday morning, Hulbert and
Chandler told jurors not to believe Tidwell because he is a
convicted felon and probably agreed to testify against Dubard
ini hopes of receiving favorable treatment from the government
before he was sentenced on his bank fraud convictions.

Dubard’s defense attorneys insisted throughout the trial that
Dubard never benefitted financially from the transactions
connected to Bartlett’s factories or the factoring firm. “His
terrible mistake in judgment was agreeing to be a managing
partner in E-Z Lounger Services—that's what got him in all this
muess,” Hulbert told the jury.

Moreton told jurors that “‘Jack Dubard was the strategist” in
.thce alleged bank fraud scheme. ‘“He was the one who sat there
in the bank and told everyone else what to do,” said Moreton.
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Attorney at Law

Dear Don:
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CLIFF FINCH (
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I really appreciate your lettaer.

Sincerely. your friend,

Honorable Donald Franks

Booneville Mississippi 38829

With kindest personal regards,

" Franks Asks Gov. Finch To Take |
Polygraph Test As He Promised

I know the intent and purpose of the
letter is to make absolutely sure that 'we have a governor who is willing
to work for the benefit of the people oif Mississippi and not for anvy
personal self motivation.

There is no question that I would be willing to take a polygraph test
concerning the finances or any other maitter in the Governor's Office.
I am sure that there is no doubt in yowr mind of my inteqrity and that
I will be working for the benefit of vow and the people of our state.

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Booneville lawyer Donald Franks
received written assurance in 1975
from then-candidate Cliff Finch that
Finch would agree to take a lie
detector test every six months
regarding his personal finances

after he was elected governor.

On Jan. 4, of this year, Franks
called on Finch to keep his promise
to take the polygraph test, but so far
Franks has received no reply from

the governor about the lie detector

test.

In the same Jan. 4, letter to the
governor that requested Finch to
keep his promise about the test,
Franks also requested a full ac-
counting of receipts and disbur-
sements from the Mississippi

Colonels fund.

Franks, who is a member of the
honorary colonels staff, has not
received any reply to that request.

Finch’s agreement to take a lie
detector test came in a letter of

response to Franks in June of 1975.
Franks had written the governor
during May of thiat year, asking his
support for pollygraph tests for
people appropriating or expending
public funds in tthe state.

Without commnitting himself to
support the legislation, Finch
replied that “thiere is no question
that I would be: willing to take a
poelygraph testt concerning thé
finances or any cother matter in‘the
Governor’s Officze.”

In the Jan. 4 leetter to Finch that

requested information about the
Colonels Fund, Franks said that ‘‘As
a member of this enormous com-
plement of medallion recipients, I
have become increasingly con-
cerned about the awesome amount
of funds poured into your hands at
the rate of $200 per honored person,
and the lack of any
thereof.

“As a contributor to this fund, I
request a complete accounting of all
receipts and disbursements from

accounting

(Continued on Page 2)

Cochran To Speak Here

Senator Thad Cochran will
.rect his first and possibly
snly speech of this year to the
Prentiss County Development.
Association’s third annual
banguet on
Monday, Jan. 29, at 7 p.m. in
the Mississippi Room of the
Northeast Miss. Junior
College.

Tickets for the formal
banquet will be available
through Friday, Jan. 26, and
Jone will be on sale after that
date. Tickets can be reserved
by ecalling Cindi Michael,

PCDA Office Director, at
728-3505.

The Pontotoc naitive’s speech
will follow the ibanquet and
balloting te fill five vacancies
on the PCDA's Board of
Directors. Fouirteen can-
didates have bee:n nominated
and five will be chosen by
secret ballot durimg the night’s
activities.

Nominees for the five
positions include Don Car-
penter, James H. Cox, Jr., Joe
Childers, Richard Coggin,
Howard Davidson, Thurston

Davis, Gene Gray, Willie
Hatfield, W.V. Horn, Quindel
Pierce, Charles Steen, James
Triplett, Stewert Vail and
Larry Watt.

The five new directors
chosen will each serve a three
year term beginning this
March. The individuals under
consideration have already
been informed of the
nominations and have agreed
to serve if elected. A com-
mittee headed by Stewart Vail
made the nominations.

Moore: No Second Term

State Sen. Dan Moore told
the Banner-Independent
Tuesday morning that he
would not be a candidate for re-
election, but that he was
‘‘seriously considering’’
running for the northern
district public service com-
missioner.

The freshman senator who
represents Prentiss,
Itawamba, Tishomingo, and
Monroe counties said that “I
appreciate what the people of
this area did for me, and I feel
like I kept my promise to them
to do the very best job I could.

“When I went to the
Legislature, I thought that if a
person was conscientious
about wanting to serve, all you

By DON CUNNINGHAM
Assoclate Editor

A conversation with her is
rather like talking to a cyclone.

That is, if most of the
cyclones you’'ve talked to
‘recently are devoted to the
English language, can recite
“Thanatopsis” or practically
any other Victorian poem at
.the drop of a stanza and feel
-that children--especially school
‘children -should be seen and
‘heard as much as possible.
- And she’s been both visible
-and voluble herself in a
‘teaching career that’s spanned
‘many years and many schools.
Mention Mrs. Helen Pippin and
.eventually someone’s going to
.exclaim fondly, “Miss Helen!
‘Why, I had her for the sixth
.grade at Pisgah!” (Or at
-Biggersville, Osbourne, New
Site, Jumpertown,
-Meadowcreek, Wheeler and

had to do was havie a good idea,
but it doesn’'t work that way,”
he said.

“1 feel I can he:lp consumers
more by being pwblic service
commissioner for: the northern
district than by" being state
senator, so I'mn seriously
considering enitering that
race,” he said.

That position is currently

Candidates

Several people: qualified for
county political offices this
week, according to records on
file at the Presntiss County
Circuit Clerk’s oiffice.

Mackey Gann qualified for
sheriff, John Hat.cher qualified

Miss Helen

New Chandler.)

Her name usuallly provokes a
chorus of “Do ywou remember
when she...”” or '“She was the
one who told us .about...”

The thing is thiat Miss Helen
manages to malke a indelibly
good impression on practically
everyone she meets without
even trying.

And small womder. The lady
is one of a kind. She’s a poet
who originally wanted to be a
doctor and her vocabulary is
still spiced (if that’s the word)
with medical terminology that
she learned as a little girl from
Dr. W.H. Sutherland, her
beloved ‘“‘Papa.” When Miss
Helen takes the floor, car-
cinomas jostle alliteration, gall

.bladders tangle with Emily

Dickenson and ivory towers
and Halley's Comet ( which she
saw through her own lelescope
way back in 1910) yields to the
mysteries of the alimentary

held by D.W. Snyder of
Eupora, who has been in office
for 16 years, Sen. Moore said.

Moore, a Mantachee native,
said the purpose of the com-
mission is to control utilities,
and that power and telephone
companies, railroads, the
trucking industry and natural
gas companies are dealt with
by the commission.

Qualif

for county attorney, uz':ld
Tennison qualified for District
Five supervisor, and W.J.
“Bill” Cook qualified for the
District One justice court
judge post.

(Continued on Page 2)
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canal.

“1 always wanted to be a
doctor,”” she reflects. “But
Papa was against it. Girls just
didn't do that sort of thing
when I was the right age for it.
I've always regretted that I
didn’t go to medical school-but
who knows? Maybe it was fate.

“I know it's hard to believe
after meeting me but I was
terribly shy as a girl. I had an
inferiority complex. You see, I
was born with amblyopaiea or
“lazy eye"” as they call it now.
And one day some little
something happened in school
and when we got home my
sister asked me if I had “right
good sense.” It upset me
terribly and I went to Papa and
asked him, ‘Papa, do I have
right good sense?’ And he said
I did or I wouidn’t have asked
him that question.

“And then I had a grouchy
old maid teacher who was

MERIDIAN BOUND—Lisa Armstrong, right, is pictured here with her mother, Mrs. Tracy
Armstrong as she packs for her trip to Meridian where she will compete in the State Junior Miss
Pageant scheduled to begin next Wednesday. Contestants will be judged on poise, youth fitness,

judges interview and creative and performing arts. Gifts to be

exchanged by Lisa to other con-
testants were donated by Colleague, Inc. and Hodges Printing Co. (Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)

School Absenteeism Peaks

The ‘‘flu’’-related ab-
senteeism
County School system appears
to have crested earlier this
week, according to figures
released Tuesday by county
superintendent of education
Lex Cain.

Cain said that about 677

in the Prentiss,

students were absent Monday
from the 4,100 student system.
About 400 were out Friday, as
the ripped through the school
system.

Tuesday saw about 620
students absent, and Cain said
that he felt the absentee rate
was on the way back to normal.

“We hope the absentee rate
will be back to the usual 75-100
students out by the end of the
week.

“Tuesday was our worst day.
According to school absentee
figures, 66 students were ab-
sent from the elementary

(Continued on Page 2)

ove With Life

devoted to gloom. She had hair
the color of a toesack and if she
caught herself smiling she
covered her mouth with her
hand in the old English way.
And one day she called me on
the carpet for smiling at a boy.
She gave me the first two
demerits I'd ever had for
nothing at all! I was
devastated, That was a lesson
to me about hurting a student’s
feelings.

“And I was also the only
student in school who wore
glasses. I felt--if I'd known the
word at that time--retarded.
That, combined with my
sister’s remarks, gave me an
inferiority complex that last 25
years.”

Unpleasant as they were,
those experiences made Miss
Helen aware of the tenderness
of a youngster's feelings and
how easily and permanently

they can be wounded. She_

never made the same mistakes
with her own students, as the
students themselves gladly

testify.
In addition, this sensitive
nature added another

dimension to her budding
creativity and Miss Helen
became something of a poetic
prodigy. She began composing
poems at a very young age and
some of those early verses
display a feeling and sen-
sibility 'amazingly advanced
for one so young.

“English was always my
favorite subject,” she reflects.
“I loved words and I loved
trying to put words on paper to
express a thought. The first
poetry I ever wrote was about
my mother’s beautiful hands.

I've lost that particular
poem.”
Fortunately, her other

poems were found and saved
and appear in her book

“Meditations in Poetry” which
she published in 1975. Many of
the poems were written while
Miss Helen was a student at
Booneville High School and
reflect an abiding love of God,
nature and country. But Miss
Helen writes beautifully on
themes less lofty than these.
One of her best and most af-
fecting poems *The Lonely
House” deals with an aban-
doned log house, the old Fugitt
place, which still stands on
Highway 4 just past Hobo
Station.

“I drove past that house
while I was teaching at New
Site,” she remembers. ‘I kept
passing and seeing it, passing
and seeing it. And I was sud-
denly inspired. 1 got up in the
midd]le of the night and wrote a

poem about it."”
Her father, Dr. Sutherland,
always encouraged this_

(Continned on Page 2)

School System
Problems Aired

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

A public meeting Thursday
night about the future of
ecducation in Prentiss County
bmought volleys of questions
frrom citizens, information-
piacked answers-and several
amswers--from county
swperintendent of education
Liex Cain.

Before the question and
amswer session got underway,
the near-100 citizens who
packed the meeting room at
the George Ed Allen Library
allso heard a history of the
county educational system
delivered by Mrs. Mildred
Anderson. She later outlined
four possible solutions to the
consolidation controvery that
plagues the school system
here.

The meeting was chaired by
Dir. William Preston. Two
speakers had been scheduled
tm discuss the problems of
consolidation and development
off a separate school district
that have been faced by other
counties, but neither speaker
sthowed.

In opening remarks to the
group of citizens, Dr. Preston
likened the situation to the
weather. “We all talk about it

(the educational system here)
but no one does anything about
it.

“I think we ought to try to do
something about it, because
indecision is decision,” he said.

In attendence at the meeting
along with Superintendent
Cain, were the members of the
Prentiss County School Board,
Mayor Charles Crabb and
several members of the city
board of aldermen. No county
supervisors were present.

The four possible solutions
outlined by Mrs. Anderson
included a suggestion that the
county board of supervisors
devote a larger share of money
to the school system that the
present 30 (of 88) mills that
make up the county budget.

A second alternative was
that the tax structure here be
equalized to bring in more
revenue to support the system.

A third possible course of
action was to float a bond issue
to raise funds for construction
and renovation in the school
system.

The final choice was to
develop a Booneville separate
school district.

Without endorsing a par-
ticular course of action, she
urged that the community

(Continued on Page 2)

Mrs. Helen Pippin
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