Benny Eaton, Bobby Hatfield, Deryl Saylors and David Sims

Bawuest—-lwde

Dedicated To The People And Progress

Phone: 728-6214 January 18, 19779_‘

Main Street

Booneville, Mississippi

By DON CUNNINGHAM
Associate Editor

David Sims will leave
Booneville on Jan. 21 for
Jackson, where he and
his International 1586 will join
an expected 100 pieces of
Mississippi farm equipment
headed toward Washington.

The tractorcade is part of a
nationwide effort by farmers to
attract increased federal in-

terest to agricultural problems
in the United States.
Mississippi tractors will merge
with those from other parts of
the country at Memphis, Tenn.

Sims will share driving
duties with local A.A.M.
members Danny Garner,
Gifford Smart, Bobby Hatfield
and Deryl Saylors. The trip
will take approximately two
weeks and local participants
expect to arrive in Washington

- Hospital Room Costs Rise

To Meet $100,000 Questioni

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

The Northeast Mississippi
Hospital Board of Trustees
Monday night faced a version
of the $100,000 question, and
answered it with a hike in
hospital room rates.

“ The board approved the $3

per day room rate increase
effective Feb. 1 after learning
that compliance with the
federal minimum wage
requirements would sub-
stantially raise the costs of
operating the hospital.

(Weapons
Stolen In

Break-In

» A break-in at the Otasco
store in Booneville netted one
or more intruders over $2,000
in pistols and rifles, store
owner Jessie Campbell said
| Wednesday morning.

Campbell said a three-foot
hole was cut in a wall on the
north side of the metal store
building. A metal saw was
apparently used, he added.

Once inside the thieves
took three handguns and a
number of rifles and
shotguns. After leaving the
building the thieves cut a
hole in a fence at the rear of
the property and made their
way to a nearby parking lot
where they evidently left in a
vehicle, Campbell said.

He added that it was the
first time in the three year
history of the home and auto
supply store that it had been
burglarized.
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,ky Judy Criswell.)

Hospital  Adiministrator
Ralph Smith tolid the board
that the minimurm wage at the
136-bed hospitall had been
raised from the previous level
of $2.65 per hour' to $2.90 per
hour, effective thie first of the
year.

The change came as a result
of federal regulations, which
raised the minimum wage by
25 cents hourly efffective Jan. 1.
The wage hike was part of a
three step federal wage hike
program, designe:d to raise the
minimum wage to $3.30 per

hour two years frrom now, the

administrator said.

Under terms of the program,
the present wage will be raised
20 cents per hour effective Jan.
1, 1980, and go to $3.30 hourly
beginning Jan. 1, 1981, he said.

The minimum wage hike
now in effect triggered pay
raises for most employees at
the hospital, he said. Most of
those working at the hospital
who were making more than
the minimum wage received a
25 cents per hour pay raise to
keep salaries at parity with

‘what they had been before the

minimum wage hike, he added.

Mrs. Beard and Booneville High School contestants

After the meeting, he
estimated the salary hike-both
to minimum wage recipients
and other wage earners at the
hospital would total about
$100,000 per year.

The board’s action Monday
night in raising the room rates
dated back to board action
taken late last year. At the
board's October meeting an $8
rate increase was approved,
but only $5 of the raise was put
into effect.

Presently, -the hospital
charges $53 daily for a semi-
private room, $58 daily for a

private room with a bath, and
$61 daily for intensive care
rooms.

“We hated to raise the room
rates, but compliance with the
federal wage guidelines forced
it on us. It will cost us about

$100,000 extra annually in_

salaries” Smith said,
“Along with the federal wage

increase, the cost of hospital

operations has been steadily

rising during the past year, -

and will continue to do so.
“We certainly don’t like to

raise room rates but it’s a

matter of economics, he said.

Area Students In State Tourney

Nine students from
Booneville High School will be
among students from across
Mississippi who will be par-
ticipating in the fifth annual
Science and JMathematics
Tournament Feb. 1-2 which
will be hosted by Mississippi
College in Clinton.

Booneville seniors Mike
Kelley, Michael Burcham,

Sam Shouse, Michael Triplett,

FIRST ARRIVAL—Prentiss County’s first baby of 1979 was Gina Carol Gambill, dau
and Mrs. John Gambill of Route 2, Booneville. Gina, who was born on Jan, 4
Mississippi Hospital, made her arrival at ¢ .Y a.m , and we
Her grandparents are Mrs. Martha Sisk of Shannon and Mrs.

Tammy Wimberley, Linda
Bearden, Anthony Sims, Jana
Henry, and Mike Wojick will
attend, along with Booneville
teacher Mrs. Barbara Beard.

The tournament, sponsored
by the Mississippi College
Division of Science and
Mathematics, recognizes
students and their high schools
for outstanding academic
achievement in science and

at the Northeast

ighed eight pounds and eight ounces.
Sula Cole of Booneville. (Staff Photo

math. Last year some 1,118
students representing 146
different high schools par-
ticipated in the two-day event.

Featuring both team and
individual competition, the
tournament offers over $30,000
in academic scholarships to
Mississippi College. Individual
competition includes one-hour
written exams in math,
biology, chemistry and physics

OXFORD—U.S. attorneys
presented evidence Tuesday
that a worthless Arkansas
bank draft processed through
the First Mississippi Bank of
Commerce account of
Booneville lawyer Jack M.
Dubard in 1976 was used to pay
more than $75,000 in overdrafts

factoring firm in which Dubard
was a partner.

Dubard, a former director of
FMBC, is on trial in U.S.
District Court in Oxford on a
federal grand jury's charges
that he conspired with the
bank's former president,
Eddie W. Caveness Jr., and
Booneville
manufacturer Milton M.
Bartlett to defraud FMBC of
nearly $1 million during 1974-
78.

‘Mrs.
former FMBC cashier and vice
president, brought bank
records to court Tuesday
showing that a $96,000 sight

in the FMBC account of a’

furniture-

Blanchie: Catery: 2 «lombigbee:. Waterway  Has

with each student allowed to
compete in two of the four
areas. First place winners
receive $1,000 scholarships,
while second place winners
receive a $500 scholarship.
Recognition certificates and
$100 scholarships are given the
top ten percent in each
division.

Team competition is divided

(Continued on Page 2)

! Dubard Trial

draft from the Commercial
Bank & Trust Co. of Monticello,
Ark., signed by Anguiller
Investment Co. president W.B.
Holloway and made payable to
Dubard, was accepted by
FMBC on March 7, 1976.
Carter testified that either
Dubard or Cavenessshe said
she wasn’t certain which one-

P

on Feb. 5.

‘“We’ll depend on other
A.A.M. members for support-
to help get the tractor up there
and to man the support
vehicle,”” Saylors, president of
the local A.A.M. and vice
president of the state chapter
of that organization, said.
Other chapter members will
contribute to the cause by
assisting with the expenses of
the drivers.

Volume 81

i Booneville Farmers To Join

‘““We're doing this for every
farimer in the country and we
hope every farmer will benefit
from it,” Saylors added.

Farmers hope the trac-
torccade will convince Congress
and especially the secretary of
agriculture to fully implement
the: provisions of the 1977 farm
billl, which would raise support
prices to 90 percent parity as
welll as regulate acreage, if
necessary, to insure farmers a

owdewl
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KEEP IT SAFE FOR '79—Tracy Arnold, left, of Booneville High

& M

15

better price for their crops.
A.AM. members hope their

" demonstration and meetings

with federal officials will
convince them that farmers’
financial cconditions have not
significantly improved since
last winter's tractorcade
brought those problems
national attention.

“We're still in the same
shape we were in last year at
this time,” Saylors added.

22 Pages

; /g __
School and Lisa Ratliff of Nor-

theast join Highway Patrolman Hubert McDaniel in urging everyone to keep it safe on the highways
for 1979. Drive defensively, Drive to Live. The life you save might be your own...(Staff Photo by Lee

Gentry)

Suits Ask $450,000

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Two unrelated civil
lawsuits seeking a total of
$450,000 in damages have been
filed recently in Prentiss
County Circuit Court, ac-
cording to court records.

Both of the suits stem from
highway motor vehicle wrecks.
One of the suits seeks $300,000
in damages while the other
seeks $150,000.

The $300,000 lawsuit was
filed by a Lee County man
against a Route 3, Rienzi
resident, charging that the
Rienzi resident caused a car-
truck collision that left the Lee
County man injured and
disabled for life.

Steve Estes filed the suit
against William Jack *‘Junior”’
Arnold in late December. The
suit grew out of a March 24,
1977 collision on Highway 45
south of Booneville between
Estes’ pickup truck and
Ammold’s car.

According to the suit, Estes
was southbound when Arnold’s
northbound car crossed the
center line and collided with
the truck.

The suit alleges that the
‘“!sole proximate cause’ of the
crash was the “‘recklessness,
c:areless and negligence” of
A\rnold. The suit also contends.

that Arnold was under the
influence of liquor at the time
of the crash.
Estes received broken bones
(Continued on Page 2)

Several In, One Out

E.P. “Phil” Windham has
quualified to challenge Prentiss
County Sheriff Ralph Martin in
his bid for a second term,
Circuit Clerk Travis Cox said.

Three candidates have filed
two seek the chancery clerk’s
post that Gene Gray will
wacate. Louise Dubard, an
English professor at Northeast
Mississippi Junior College,
II.M. “Buddy” Wells and

Phillip Cole will view for the
post.

Jesse O. Sims of the Lairo
community has qualified for
District 5 supervisor. Truman
C. Stricklen will face in-
cumbent J.O. ‘‘Bobby”
Lambert for the District 5
constable post.

Jeffrey Jackson has with-
drawn as a candidate for
District 1 justice judge.

School Meeting Set

A meeting to discuss the
topics of school system con-
solidation and area separate

school districts will be held

Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
George Ed Allen Library.
Two speakers have been
invited to discuss consolidation
of county schools and area
separate school districts. The
advantages and disadvantages
of each concept will be

welghed.

Letters have been sent to all
members of the county school
board, as well as city and
county government leaders,
according to Dr. William H.
Preston, who is spokesman for
the informal group of citizens
who will meet Thursday.

Dr. Preston added that he
hopes for a large public turnout
at the meeting.

Now Underway...

“instructed”” her to deposit the
draft in Dubard’s special at-
torney’s account at the bank on
March 8, 1976, and that she did
so. The draft turned out to be
worthless, she testified, noting
that the Arkansas bank
returned it to FMBC several
times because it was not
backed by sufficient funds.

The FMBC records that
Carter brought to court show
that $75,863.65 was transferred
from Dubard’s special at-
torney’s account to cover
overdrafts in the E-Z Lounger
Services account at the
Booneville bank between
March 8 and March 15, 1976.

The transfers were made on

instructions from Dubard,
Carter testified.

According to the records,
$4,617.63 was transferred from
Dubard’s account to the E-Z
Lounger Services account on
March 8, transfers of $3,217.65
and $7,080.72 were made on

March 9, $8,097.48 was tran-
(Continued on Page 2)

But Bartlett Trial Is Postponed

OXFORD--The bank fraud
conspiracy trial of a Booneville
furniture manufacturer has
been continued until Feb. 5 in
U.S. District Court at Oxford
due to a conflict in scheduling
created by an extended
hearing on whether expanded
work on the Tennessee-

congressional approval.

The trial of Milton Maness
Bartlett had been slated in
'Oxford before U.S. District

Judge William Keady Jan. 29,
the same date Keady has
chosen to resume a hearing on
the Tenn-Tom authorization

issue in federal court at
Greenville.
Bartlett, former First

Mississippi Bank of Commerce
president Eddie W. Caveness
-and. Booriewilié:a
M. Dubard, a former director
of the bank, were indicted by a
federal grand jury in Sep-
tember on charges of con-

spiring to defraud FMBC of
about $1 million between 1974
and ,1978.

Caveness and Dubard were
scheduled for trial on the

charges in Oxford Monday,’

with Keady presiding. Keady
granted Bartlett a separate
trial.

iGaveness isilistedun &} 20
counts of the *bank ‘fraud
conspirac: indictment
Dubard is named in seven
counts. Bartiett is mentioned

in 18 counts.

According to the indictment,
the scheme involved Bartlett’s
purchase in July, 1974, of E-Z
Lounger Inc. and True Frames
Inc., and his partnership with
Caveness, Dubard and a third,
unidentified person in E-
Z Lounger Services.

Each defendant faces a
lengthy federal prison term,
fines of about $100,000, or both,
if convicted of all the charges
listed in their indictment.






