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Chwf Stacy looks over recovered grbaenes

Burglary Is Charged

The Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department has
charged one man with

burglary in connection with a
series of recept break-ins,
while a Booneville man pled
quilty in city court Monday to
charges connected with a
recent break-in at a city
supermarket.

Danny Hall, a 19-year old
former resident of Prentiss
County, was free on $5,000 bond

«»“Nonday after being charged

with burglary in connection

with several recent break-ins

in the county, according to

. sheriff Ralph Martin. ;
Sheriff Martin said that Hall

Cochran

Senator Thad Cochran will
address the Prentiss County
Development Association’s
first meeting of the year on
Monday, Jan. 29, at 7:00 p.m.

Cochran’s speech will
preceed a formal banquet for
500 which will be held in the
Mississippi Room at the
Northeast Mississippi Junior
College. Tickets, which are

. counts

has been charged with five
of burglary. His
preliminary hearings is set for
Jan. 13.

Hall’'s arrest is the latest
stage of an invrestigation
carried out by the sheriff,
Prentiss County deputy Carl
Sartin, Marshall Bishop of
Rienzi, and deputy Harry
Downs of the Alcor:n Sheriff’s
Department into a series of
break-ins that plagued the
county during Decexmber.

Their investigation led them
to Hall, who had moved to
Tennessee from ‘this area
several weeks ago, the sheriff
said.

A search of the trailer in
Hardin County where Hall was
staying turned up enough
items to link him to at least two
burglaries in this area, the
sheriff said.

He added that televisions,
guns, old coins, cameras, and
assorted other Christmas
presents had been taken during
the burglaries. Not all of the
merchandise has  been
recovered, the sheriff added.

He added that other arrests
may be coming in connection
with several personal checks
that were also stolen during the
break-ins.

{Continued on Page 2)

To Speak Here

$5.00 each, are avaiilable from
Cindi Michael at tthe PCDA
office at 201 North ‘Main from
8:00 to 5:00 p.m., 'during the
week.

Tickets will not be on
sale after Jan. 25. .A capacity
crowd is expected tm attend the
banquet.

Balloting for new officers

and directors will also take
place that night.
Approximately ten people will
be rotated off the officers and
directors list and these
positions will be filled.

Michael added that this is the
only meeting of the year in
which all members will be
present.

‘Water Hearings Scheduled

Public hearings will be held
in Prentiss and two other
counties Jan. 16, on the water
quality management plan,
according to Troy Norris,
director of the local 208 Water
Quality Management project.

The Prentiss County hearing
will: be held at 7 p.m. in the
.. county courthouse. A 10 a.m.

hearing is set that day at the-

Alcorn County Courthouse, and
a 2 p.m. hearing has been
planned that day at the
Tishomingo County Cour-
thouse, Norris said.

“It is very important that we
have this kind of public debate
to settle the issue:s in these
three counties,” Tmoy Norris,
director of the local 208
project, stated this week.

At the upcoming hearings,
the 208 staff will be: explaining
the concept of am interlocal
agreement--a  contractual
arrangement bet:ween the
municipalities of e:ach county
and the communiity service
district of that coumty.

(The community service
district in each county will

represent that area of land
outside the corporate boun-
daries of the cities.)

The legal entity formed in
this management
arrangement (made up of
representatives from the cities
and the community service
district in each county) will be
called the county community
service authority. There will
be a separate authority in each
county.

This authority will be
charged with the responsibility

(Continued on Page 2)

Taxes

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

A variety of annual taxes on things
land,
businesses, and the Tenn-Tom
project are now due from citizens in
this area, according to Booneville
and Prentiss County tax officials,
1 is the
cutoff ' date for paying the taxes

as diverse as homes,

who stressed that Feb.

without penalty.

City residents are faced with

CINDI MICHAEL

Michael

Now Wlth
PCDA

Cindi Michael has been
appointed office manager of
the Prentiss County
Development Association,
according to Association
president Charles Walden.

The PCDA Board
unanimously approved
Michael’s appointment.

A native of Water Valley,
Michael attended Northwest
Mississippi Junior College
where she studied law. She was
previously employed as a
secretary-draftsperson for an
engineering firm in Tupelo.

“We hope to establish a
fresher, more progressive
image for the group,” Michael
said shortly after her ap-
pointment. “We're not going to
be asking people to help us-—
we're going to help other
people. We're not going to be
coming to people with our
hands out.”

One of Michael’s first acts as
manager was the reduction of
membership dues for the
organization to $10 in an effort

to get more people involved in -

community development.

City, County Due Date Is Feb. 1

paying personal and real property
taxes, according to City Clerk and
Tax Collector June Hutchenson.
County residents are due to pay
taxes on land, personal property,
mobile homes, drainage and forests,
according to county tax assessor and
collector Mrs. Sarah Smith Cum-

mings.

She added that Prentiss County
residents are among taxpayers from
several counties in Mississippi who
also have to pay a tax to support

ditional

to qualify.

More Qualify

~ Several more people
qualified to run for county
offices this week, according to
records in the Circuit Clerk’s
office that were checked
Tuesday afternoon.

Phillip Cole has qualified to

run for Prentiss County
Chancery Clerk. Louise
Dubard has also qualified for
the post.

John Hatcher of Booneville
has qualified as a candidate for
county attorney.

James Wilson, Jr., a former
justice court judge, has
qualified for the District One
justice judge post. Jeffery
- .Jackson has also qualified for
the office.

YLl At o

Two incumbent justice
judges qualified this week,
according to records in Circuit
Clerk Travis Cox’s office. W.T.
“Bill” Cook of District Two
and Joe Davis of District Three
filed their qualifying papers.

Two incumbent constables,
Gale Floyd of District One and
J.0. “Bobby’’ Lambert of
District Five, have also
qualified to seek re-election.
Truman Stricklen has filed as a
constable candidate for
District One.

. Jessie O. Sims has filed as a
candidate for District Five

ﬁupervisor ‘according to the

work on the Tenn-Tom project.
Both officials added that ad-
homestead exemption
papers for people over 65 must be
filled out or renewed in order to
avoid paying a homestead tax. The
county deadline for the regular and
additional exemptions to be filed is
April 1, Mrs. Cummiings said, adding
a person must be 65 :as of Jan. 1, 1979

Both officials remiinded taxpayers
that much of their Ibusiness can be

ENJOYS THE SNOW—Melissa Roper, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Roper of Booneville, does a double take here as she
dodges a snowball thrown from a distance. Melissa was bundled
up here and didn’t seem to mind the cold weather at all. For a

(Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)

complete look at the rain and snow in the county turn te section A,

McGrew, Lindsey Win Essay Honors

Jeff McGrew and uncle Buddy Kniglht

Two Wheeler School students
were winners in the recent
statewide essay contest on
smoking and health sponsored
by the Mississippi Lung
Association.

Jeff McGrew, 13, of Route 4,
Booneville, won first place in
the eighth grade boys division
of the contest. Steve Lindsey,
also of Wheeler, won second
place in the tenth grade boys
division. Both students are
taught by Mrs. Sharon Bostick
at Wheeler.

The essay contest was open
to all state eighth and tenth
grade students for the purpose
of promoting interest in
pulmonary health and ex-
panding education into the
health hazards of smoking,
according to Donald M. Dana
Jr., of Long Beach, president
of the Christmas Seal volun-
tary health organization.

The four top winners will
appear on ‘‘The People’s
Business’ television program
on the Mississippi Educational
Television Network, Sunday,
Jan. 21 at 9:30 p.m.

The Banner-Independent is
happy to reprint both essays.
Jeff’'s essay:

**A common phrase for some
smokers is ‘If 1 were going to
die of smoking, I would already
be dead.’ ” After twenty to
twenty-five years of smoking,
it is likely to cause lung cancer.
For example, in 1964 an

estimated 50,000 people died of

lung cancer mainly because
they smoked.

“‘Cigarette smoking is
greatly increasing. In 1900 the
average smoker only used two
and a half packs per year. In
1964 the average smoker used
an estimated 350 packs per

year. So the number of lung
cancer patients is growing.

“In this country alone,
70,000,000 people smoke. Out.
of these, sixty-eight percent
are men, and thirty-two per-
cent are women. But tests
show that the number of
women smokers is increasing
more so than men. These tests
even show evidence that some
day there may be more women
gmokers than men.

“On the average, a smoker
smoking one sixty cent pack of
cigarettes a day spends about
$219.00 per year on cigarettes.
A person who smokes two
packs a day spends $438.50 per
year on cigarettes.

““Smoking contributes to
other diseases besides lung
cancer. Heart disease, a result
of the nicotine inhaled by
smoking. causes the arteries to

(Continued on Page 2)

handled by mail, and that it isn’t
always necessary for them to pay
their taxes in person.

Mrs. Smith offered advice on
documents needed when paying
taxes or filing for exemptions.

Those filing regular homestead
exemptions for the first time should
bring the warranty deed to their
homestead, Social Security numbers
for both husband and wife, and the

tag numbers for all motor vehicles
(Continued on Page 2)

Robert Spain

Bob Spain Leaves
For India

Riobert Sydney “Bob” Spain, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Spaiin of Booneville, departs Jan. 13th for India as a member of
the Rotary International overseas work-study exchange
proggram.

Hie is one of five outstanding young Mississippians chosen this
spriing by Central Mississippi Rotary Club presidents to
repiresent Mississippi and Rotary International in India.

Tthe five team members and a Rotary team leader will share
idesms and thoughts with families, clubs, and leaders throughout
the largest democratic nation in the world. They will return to
Misssissippi in the spring and will present the customs and
tradlitions of India to various tate Rotary Clubs during 1979.

“TWe'll be staying with individual fan¥lies in small towns and
citiees across south India,” Spain said*early this week.

‘“;Along with meeting families and leaders in the areas we’ll be
mowing through, we'll also be speaking at Rotary Clubs in those
are:as.

“We're also supposed to ¥isit industries and agricultural
devrelopments. -In short, we'll be addressing a variety of

isswes,”’ he said.
“"The five of us who will be going form a diverse group. They

include a Delta farmer, an economist, a regional planner, and
industrial developer and an architect.

“Wwe'll be in the country about five weeks. At least one week
willl be spent in special interest areas, where each of the group
willl be looking into his special interests.

“I hope to be able to talk to other architects and city planners
andl discuss problems and solutions in small towns in India that
would relate to similar situations in small towns in Mississippi.

‘T also hope to be able to look into concepts of low cost con-
struiction and self-help construction. They have a history of and
knowledge of this type of construction, and I think we may begin
to see moreof it in this country as housing costs rise.

“Natural ventilation and natural lighting systems are some
otheer things I hope to view while I'm in India. These concepts
may catch on more here as the energy situation tightens,” he
said.

Hie added that Rotary International provides round trip air
faree plus $200 travel expense money for each of the five. They
willl also be taking plenty of souvenirs from the state to leave as
thewy travel through India.

Biob is a graduate of Booneville High School and Northeast
Mississippi Junior College. He is a licensed architect with un-
der-graduate and graduate degrees from the Georgia Institute of
Technology. He holds both Master of Architecture of and Master
of City Plannmng degrees from Georgia Tech. While at the
Georgia Institute of Tech., he was a faculty instructor in
Architectural Design and Systems Building,






