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State Legislature Mulls

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

Tax relief, ethics legislation,
and legislative reap-
portionment are expected to be
among the major issues the
State Legislature will face this
year after convening Tuesday,
according to John Haynes, the
state representative for
Prentiss and Tishomingo
counties.

“1 think there will be more
efforts for ethics legislation
this year than in the: past.
Many people believe that some
kind of restriction on the
financial conduct of a
legislator in regard to his
conduct as a public servant is

needed,” Haynes said early
this week.

“Right now it’s a real gray
area between what a legislator
can handle as a lawmaker and
what he should handle in the
public trust,” the legislator
continued.

A law now on the books bars
a legislator from voting on
anything he has a financial
interest in, but the wording is
‘“‘vague’’ the first-term
legislator said.

Referring to State Senator
Bill Burgin, who was recently
convicted on federal con-
spiracy charges along with
former Tishomingo State Sen.
Flavous Lambert, Haynes said
the purpose ethics

legislation would be to “‘put
some restraints on what
conduct a legislator should
take.”

He said that such legislation
would be designed to prevent a
legislator’s legislative in-
fluence getting him legal work-
-a charge others have leveled
against Burgin.

“The legislation would also
be designed to bar a situation
where a legislator could
represent people filing for a
state bank charter or represent
someone trying to buy a
building from the state while
serving on the state building
commission that sold the
building as Sen. Burgin did,”
he added.

““There's no easy answer to
what good ethics legislation
sheoould be, but we're going to
haive to come up with a solution
thzat will prevent a lot of the
prroblems that we’ve had in the
paist,” he said.

"Turning to tax relief, he said
thaat “many people in the state
ar-e hoping the legislature will
grrant some sort of tax relief.

“Inflation pushes people into
a 'higher tax bracket, and they
emd up taking home less money
amd paying a higher per-
ceentage of taxes.”

He said the legislature would
prrobably consider raising the
tmx brackets to more nearly
match inflation levels, and
added that some sort of plan to

Taxes, Ethics, Redistricting

raise the basic :vmpt':‘
would probably be discusse
He said he expected some
action from the courts on
redistricting situalicn
“sometime in“the next several
months,”” and addmi that the
redistricting action could cut
his district at lmt in hail.
“The redistricting question
is somewhat confusing to the
voters. The problem is that
redistricting aims at having
each district in the state

thie

composed of 18,172 people.
Since the populaiion of
Prentiss County is just over
20,000 people, it would
probably be split.

“Prentiss County would

(Continued on Page 2)

FIRST REAL SIGNS OF WINTER—Lisa Hare of Booneville enjoys the first real signs of winter
with a handful of snow that fell across Prentisis County Tuesday morning. The snow, which
measured about one half inch, didn't last very long,, but Lisa did manage to throw some snowballs at

this photographer. (Staff Photo by Lee Gentry.)

Cold, Snow Hit County

A cold front complete with
high winds and freezing
tepoiniures  swept into
Prenhss County on New Year's
Day sending local residerts
seurrying for coats, boots and
ice scrapers.

Ice began forming on win-
ishields and other exposed
surfaces after temperatures
dipped shortly after noon
Monday following passage of
the cold front.

Although ice was reported
forming on bridges and
overpasses im Union and
Lafayette Cowunties, local
sources said no ice was ac-
cumulated on bridges in
Prentiss County. A traveler’'s
advisory was issued for
Northeast Missiissippi by the
National Weathner Service as
freezing rain amd sleet moved
into the area.. No property
damage, power outages or
traffic fatalities were related

to the weather.

The lowest recorded tem-
perature for Prentiss County
was 10 degrees and between
one half inch and one inch of
snow fell early Monday
morning. The Booneville Street
Department began clearing
city streets at 7:00 a.m.
Tuesday morning  and
Ambulance Service sources
reported no accidents in
Prentiss County as a result of
the weather.

Murder Charges Are Filed

Two Baldwyn brothers were
charged with murder Monday
in connection with the death of
a third Baldwyn resident who
was found dead in his home
Monday morning.

Frankie Lee Calbert, 20, and
32-year old Fenlia Calbert
were being held in the Baldwyn
jail Tuesday afternoon in
~onnection with the death of
Eddie Booker T. Tate, ac-
cording to Baldwyn Police

Chief John Conilee.

An autopsy performed by Dr.
Teresita DyReiyes Tuesday at
the Northeast Mississippi
Hospital indicaited Tate’s death
was caused by a blow to the

head.
The autoipsy came after

a preliminary inquest was held
by Prentiss County Coroner
Matthew Gann Monday
morning.

Law enforciement officers
have theorized that Tate may

have been in a fight in Lee
County Saturday night, but
was still alive when he was
brought back to his home in
Prentiss County late Saturday
night or early Sunday morning.

The brothers were expected
to be transferred shortly to the
Lee County Jail, according to
Conlee. The warrants charging
them with murder were issued
by Lee County First District
Justice Court Judge Petey
Hopkins.

No Gas Shortage Is Predicted

By HANK WIESNER
Managing Editor

There should be no shortage
of natural gas this winter for
the approximately 2,000
customers of the Booneville
Gas Department, according to
department manager T.B.
Harris.

“There's a pretty good
outlook for natural gas this
winter. I think we'll have all we
need, and I don’t see any
curtailments coming,” Harris
said Monday.

Baldwyn Apartments Readied

BALDWYN—Sixteen ap-
artments for Lhe elderly in
Baldwyn--part of 52 new
apartments for the elderly in
Lee County-are expected to be
ready for occupancy in
January, according to a
spokesman for the Lee County
Council of Governments.

Paul Hodgens, housing
coordinator for the Better
Community Corporation which
is an enlity of the Lee County
council, said the 16 apartments
are completed and lack only
local and federal inspection

The Better Community Corp.
is an agency of the Council of
Governments which built and

He said thatt last year gas
shortages combined with the
cold weather brought some
curtailment of gas, but the
area ‘‘came out okay by
spring.”’

The city gais company gets
their natural gas from the
Tennessee Pijpeline Gas Co.,
and distributes the fuel to
about 2,000 households in the
city and countty.

He said that the city had
absorbed a small gas price
increase this ssummer, but that
the cost of gias might go up

will manage the apartments.

Twelve of the 16 apartments
are located at School Lane in
Baldwyn while the other four
are located at Jones Street.

The Baldwyn apartments
cost $214,000.. Total cost of the
52-apartmemt project was
$700,000. They were built with
a Farmers Home
Administration loan and a
$75,000 grant from the
Appalachian, Regional Com-
mission.

Hodgens said the federal
department  of Housing and
Urban Dewvelopment will
partially swbsidize the low
income and, very low income

again if prices are deregulated
next spring.

Harris’s comments about the
availability of gas-and its
probable price rise-are in line
with comments from other
major gas suppliers across the
South, according to reports.

They expressed the feeling
that enough gas has been
stockpiled to keep homes
warm and businesses running
through even a bitter winter
this year.

This year’s predictions of

(Continued on Page 2)

tenants’ rent under the Section
Eight housing program.

One inspection of the
Baldwyn apartments was
completed in mid-December.
More inspections by the ar-
chitect’s inspectors, as well as
officials from FmHA and the
federal Housing and Urban
Development department, are
necessary before the apart-
ments can be occupled
Hodgens said. -

HUD has already okayed
applications for nine of the 16
Baldwyn apartments and
several other applications are
being processed, he added.

He said tenants for all the

CARROLL WAYNE PARKS

Parks Files
For D-1

Supervisor

Carroll Wayne Parks of the
Thrasher Community an-
nounces his intention in
seeking the office of Prentiss
County First District Super-
visor in the 1979 August
Democratic Primary.

Carroll is a 37 year old native
of Prentiss County. He is
married to the former Betty
Jane Sharp and is the father of
two children.

Shane and Dana are students
at Thrasher. He and his family
attend church at Lamb’s
Chapel where his father-in-
law, W.E. Sharp, is pastor.

After graduation from
Booneville High School,
Carroll joined the United
States Army and was an early
veteran of the Southeast Asian
Conflict.

As a self-employed
businessman, Carroll has had
over 15 years experience in the
construction industry. For the
past 10 years he has had a
partnership in a plumbing
service for several water
systems in and around
Prentiss County.

Carroll is a thirty-second
Mason and takes an active part
in his Masonic Lodge.

In announcing for this office,
Carroll makes the following
statement, “It is with a deep

(Continued on Page 2)

apartments should be ap-
proved by the time the rest of
the inspections are carried out.
To be eligible, a person
should be at least 62 years old.
Handicapped or disabled
tenants may be accepted at a
younger age. A person who is
the younger spouse of someone
62 years or older may also be
considered, Hodgens said.
Tenant income may not
sexceed 80 per cent of the
median income --$6850-in Lee
County. The maximum income

required may be raised if a
tenant lists dependents, he
said.

Thirty per cent of the 52 units

14 Quallfy For Primaries

Fourteen people, including
eight men now in county office,
qualified for the Aug. 7
primary ballot ‘in Prentiss
County Tuesday.

District 1 Supervisor Jessie
R. Burcham'qualified to seek
re-election. At least two men
will oppose Burcham in his bid.
Carroll W. Parks of the
Thrasher community and Q.D.
Pollard of the Tuscumbia

community both qualified as
candidates.

Incumbent Supervisors
Jimmy Moore of District 2 and
J.P. Davis of District 3 also

qualified for re-election
Tuesday.
Jimmy D. Ramey of

Marietta qualified as a can-
didate for the District 4 board
seat. Ramey is the son-in-law
of the late Ross Pharr, who

held the post from 1964 until his
death in 1978. Pharr's wife,

Edna Pharr, now is the
district’s supervisor.
Sheriff Ralph  Martin

qualified to seek re-election.
Martin, a Booneville resident,
will seek his second term as
sheriff. Circuit Clerk Travis
Cox also gualified to seek re-
election to his post.

Chancery Clerk Gene Gray

apparently hopes to move to an
office across the hall in the
county courthouse. The
chancery clerk qualified to
seek election as the county's
tax assessor-collector. Danny
Childers of the Blackland
community also qualified
Tuesday for the post.

Jeffrey Jdckson, who lives
near the Tuscumhia com-

{(Continued on Page 2)

$50,000 Bond Issue Is Approved

A $50,000 general obligation
bond sale approved by the
Prentiss County Board of
Supervisors Wednesday will go
toward the improvement of
roads in District One, ac-
cording to district supervisor
Jessie Burcham.

The bonds were sold to
Farmers and Merchants Bank
in Baldwyn by the county on

Year, Power

Both Out

Prentiss County was left in
the dark for over 15 minutes on
New Year’s Eve when a broken
crossarm on a TVA pole east of
Baldwyn allowed a conductor

carrying 161,000 volts of

electricity to fall to the ground.

This automatically
deenergized TVA’s Burnsville
to Tupelo feeder line and in-
terrupted electric service to
the entire area served by the
Prentiss County Electric
Power Association.

The interruption occured at
8:54 p.m. New Year’s Eve and
power was restored by com-
pany crews switching the
Booneville and Bladwyn
substations to alternate feed
lines.

Service was restored to the
Booneville station at ap-
proximately 9:12 p.m. and to
the Baldwyn station at 9:13
p.m.

must be tented to ‘“‘very low"
income tenants--those income
is less than half of the county's
median income ($4150).

Some of the apartments,
which are of one and two
bedroom style, will be
designed for handicapped
people.

The apartments aren't
furnished, but refrigerator,
stove, heating and central air
conditioning are equipped. The
apartments are designed as a
combination kitchen-dining
area, a living room and
bathroom.

Twelve more apartments for

(Continued on Page 2)

behalf of the district. They will
mature in $5,000 installments
annually beginning in 1980 and
running through 1989, ac-
cording to courthouse records.

The bank’s bid on the bonds
also specified a 6.25 per cent
interest rate, well under the
maximum seven per cent rate
allowable under terms of the
bid by the county.

Each bond will bear interest
from its date to the stated
maturity date at the 625 per
cent interest rate, according to
records.

“The money will be spent for
general improvement of roads
throughout District One, and
also for improvements of a
bridge in the beat located south
of Booneville,” Burcham said

early this week.

“Our roads are stili sufiering
from the damages done to
themn by the severe weather
last winter and the winier
before that,” he said.

““That weather was
devastating, and we never
received any federal or state
help for repairing the

(Continued on Page 2}

RETIRING—Several men retired from long-time positions in the Booneville area!
top picture, Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb hands a plaque of appreciation to
retired as manager of the city gas and water systems after working with the

Marvin Burcham has been appointed to servi
as this area’s district director of the Farmer: ©«
vears. Mood and his wife, Nell are flanked by

cianager. In bottom pictuore, H-
* Administration after waor’
t {ravid Rushing, assistan’

the FmHA: Mark Hazard, staite director of the 11::11A; and Talmadge Finc’

the FmllA, No replacement has been named e

ior YWood






